THE IMPACT OF GOD’S WORD ~ Nehemiah 8:1-19

HUNGER FOR GOD’S WORD ~ Nehemiah 8:1-6

[7:73] ...When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, [8:1] all the people
assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the
Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel. [2] So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest
brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand.
[3] He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men,
women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. [4] Ezra the
scribe stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema,
Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah,
Zechariah and Meshullam. [5] Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above
them; and as he opened it, the people ALL STOOD UP. [6] Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people
lifted their hands and responded, "Amen! Amen!" Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to
the ground.

Responded by (New American Comm.)
> lifted their hands in worship

» saying Amen

» bowing down

Application

Colossians 3:16-17 (NIv) Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts
to God. [17] And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it ALL in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

1 Corinthians 10:31 (NIV) So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it ALL for the glory of God.

“Worship is the NOURISHMENT of our mind on God's truth. Worship is the STIRRING UP of our
conscience by God's holiness. Worship is the CLEANSING of our imagination by God's beauty.
Worship should be MY RESPONSE to God's plan for my life.” W. Temple (1000 Ill. for Preach. & Teach.)

In their WORSHIP they...

» Were Spontaneous

» Acknowledged God as Supreme
» Were Humble

Worship...
...to Focus on God with Reverence, Awe, and Wonder
...to Acknowledge that HE is GOD and | am NOT
...to Seek to do Everything in HIS Name and for His Honor



UNDERSTANDING GOD’S WORD ~ Nehemiah 8:7-12

[7] The Levites--Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad,
Hanan and Pelaiah--instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing there. [8] They read from the
Book of the Law of God, MAKING IT CLEAR and GIVING THE MEANING so that the people could understand what
was being read. [9] Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the
people said to them all, "This day is sacred to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep." For all the people had
been weeping AS they listened to the WORDS of the LAW. [10] Nehemiah said, "Go and enjoy choice food and sweet
drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy
of the LORD is your strength."” [11] The Levites calmed all the people, saying, "Be still, for this is a sacred day. Do not
grieve." [12] Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great joy,
because they now understood the words that had been made known to them.

Application

OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S WORD ~ Nehemiah 8:13-18

[13] On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the priests and the Levites, gathered
around Ezra the scribe to give attention to the words of the Law. [14] They found written in the Law, which the LORD
had commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to live in booths during the feast of the seventh month [15]
and that they should proclaim this word and spread it throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: "Go out into the hill
country and bring back branches from olive and wild olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make
booths"--as it is written. [16] So the people went out and brought back branches and built themselves booths on their
own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and in the square by the Water Gate and the one by
the Gate of Ephraim. [17] The whole company that had returned from exile built booths and lived in them. From the
days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this. And their joy was very great. [18]
Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God. They celebrated the feast for
seven days, and on the eighth day, in accordance with the regulation, there was an assembly.

Application

John 15:9-11 (NIV) "As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. [10] If you
obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father's commands and
remain in his love. [11] | have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be

complete.

SO WHAT ??

Three Lessons:
1- HUNGER for God's Word.

2- REVERENCE for God’s Word

3- RESPONSIVE to God’s Word



