
 

 

 

 

 

                                  

  

 

 
  

  website:  www.poloumc.com 

 www.facebook.com/PoloFirstUMC 

 Church E-mail:   pum@frontiernet.net 

 Pastor Derekôs E-mail: pastorderekrogers@gmail.com                             
 

 As United Methodists, we are called 
 òTo make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.ó 

          At Polo First, we strive to live to be a joyful and friendly community of Christians who,  
through worship, sacraments, and caring, help people know Godõs love. 

NEWS LINE for Caring & Sharing People      December 2011 

Polo FirstUnited Methodist Church 
Rev. Derek Rogers, Pastor   

Pastor Derekôs Cell 815-955-2129 

  

December 4 

11:10 am YF Potato Bar 

2:00 pm Cantata ñThe Promised Hopeò 

December 5 

2:30 pm Advent Study (Library) 

6:30 pm Advent Study (Library) 

December 12 

2:30 pm Advent Study (Library) 

6:30 pm Advent Study (Library) 

6:30 pm Pre-school board meeting (Kreider Hall) 

December 16 and 17th 

Pastor Derek at ICD (Institute for Congregational Development) 

December 18 

10:10 am Children & Youth Christmas Program 

Birthday Cake for Jesus in Kreider Hall following The Christmas Program 

December 19 

2:30 pm Advent Study (Library) 

6:30 pm Advent Study (Library) 

December 24th 

8:30 pm Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 

December 25 

10:10 am Worship Service ñChristmas Dayò 

No Sunday School 

December 26 

Office Closed 

December 28 

Newsletter Deadline (Newsletter Folders January 3rd) 

 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_2zzuKstzZNU/SxAYVYzVxBI/AAAAAAAACLM/LfvFI8eVTV8/s1600/Quilled-Snowflakes-mollysmith.jpg
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Regularly planned giving is a way we show our devotion to God.  To help you in 
this practice, please pick up your new offering envelopes.  They are available in 
back of the sanctuary. 
 
Please make note of the new UM pew envelopes for our visitors. 

 

 

 

Pastor Derekôs Page 

Many of you already know this, but Iôm going to come clean with everyone . . .  

Iôm a Chicago Cubs fan.   

At this point you may be wondering, why in the world is he talking about the Cubs when itôs 

December?  The baseball season ended over a month ago and doesnôt start again for another 

couple of months.  There are so many other things he could write about that seem more  

relevant: the upcoming Choir Cantata, the Childrenôs Program, that Advent study heôs leading, 

the Christmas Eve service . . .  

But I disagree, I donôt know if there is anything more relevant that I could talk about at this 

time of the year than the Chicago Cubs.  After all, Advent is a season of waiting, a season of 

hope, a season of faith.  Sounds familiar doesnôt it?  What other words describe the existence of 

Cubs fans better than waiting, hope, and faith?  (You Sox fans out there, God bless you, can 

keep your other words and snide comments to yourselves right now.) 

For Cubs fans, nothing compares to the anticipation that builds during the winter months and 

spring training.  By the time Opening Day arrives there is so much optimism and hope with the 

beginning of a fresh season that it can hardly be contained.  But come September (if itôs not 

earlier) when the Cubs are firmly fixed at the bottom of the standings, it takes more than a fair 

share of faith to believe ñnext year will be the year.ò 

I see that progression, basically, as the cycle of the Christian year.  Advent is the beginning of a 

new year in the Christian calendar, with the first Sunday of Advent serving as Opening Day.  

The anticipation is palpable as we await Christmas to celebrate the birth of our Savior.  There is 

optimism and hope that this year will finally be the year when things will be different, when 

Christ will come again and restore this broken world.   

But up until now Christmas has come and gone and whatôs different?  Weôve lit the Advent 

candles, heard the nativity story again, but what difference did it make?  Oftentimes there is  

absolutely no discernible difference between December 25 and December 26, except for maybe 

a few extra pounds and a new toy.   

Even still, though, we cling to hope, perhaps like a foolish Cubs fan who has no assurance that 

things will ever be different.  Because we know that one of these years, one of these Advents, 

our hope will be fulfilled.  And that is the one key difference between the Advent season and 

the baseball season.  In Advent we donôt have mere hope but we have a sure promise that 

Christ will come again.  Maybe this is the year! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Derek 
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What are Apportionments?  

 

Apportionments are the way in which local churches combine their financial resources to  
enable our vision for mission and ministry at every level of the United Methodist Church.  In the 
Northern  
Illinois Conference, churches contribute to three apportioned funds : 

 
¶ Support for Ordained Leadership  
¶ Mission & Evangelism  
¶ Reconnecting the Connection  

 
 Equipped with these funds, United Methodists are able to do together what no individual, church, 
cluster, district, or conference could support on their own. These funds support our shared mission 
and ministries not just as a conference, but also as a denomination. When your local church pays its 
apportionment in full, we can fully support our Conferenceôs share of the  
Seven General Church Apportioned Funds . 
 

There are Seven Apportioned Funds approved by General Conference:  

¶ The World Service Fund 
¶ The African University Fund 
¶ The Black College Fund 
¶ The Episcopal Fund 
¶ The General Administration Fund 
¶ The Interdenominational Cooperation Fund 
¶ The Ministerial Educational Fund Apportionment 
  

 Apportionment dollars are distributed to ministries here in the Northern Illinois Conference and 
around the world.  Looking at the NIC budget is one of the easiest ways to understand how  
apportionment dollars are used.  In fact, 83% of the 2011 NIC budget is projected to be funded 
through apportionment giving.   
 
When apportionments are supported in full: 
 
¶ 25% of apportionment dollars are extended to ministries around the world through our  
 conferenceôs share of the Seven General Church Apportioned Funds.  

¶ 75% stay here in the NIC, funding:  District Superintendentsô and Administratorsô salaries and 
offices, scholarships for seminarians, continuing education for clergy, training for laity, clergy 
relocation costs, new church development and redevelopment, conference programming,  

 outreach, mission sites, communications, and advocacy, as well as all of the administrative 
 costs. 

 
 In a sense, the apportionments we pay are our tithe as a church.  By faithfully paying 100% 
of our Apportionments, we ensure that the mission and ministry we have collectively  
accepted are realized for the transformation of the world!   Polo First has a history of always 
giving above and beyond for apportionments and other mission giving.  We are thankful for 
your faithful generosity throughout the years.  
 

For more Information please visit www.umcgiving.org  

http://www.umc.org
http://www.umcgiving.org/site/c.qwL6KkNWLrH/b.3595595/k.A38E/Apportioned_Funds.htm
http://www.umcgiving.org/site/c.qwL6KkNWLrH/b.3595595/k.A38E/Apportioned_Funds.htm
http://www.umcgiving.org


 

Visitors 

10-30-11 Nathan Arledge. 

11-06-11 Brooke, Kate, Erin, Annie, Tess, & Sara Hemsworth, 

 Seth Phillips, Barb Ruter, Michael, Donna, Spencer & 

 Ethan Sims. 

11-13-11 Dennis Slager, Elizabeth Luther and 3  

 Children, Don and Terry Edwards, Rachel, Jake & 

 Ethan Phillips. 

11-20-11 Mike Rieber, Rachel & Ethan Phillips, Mike &  

 Shauna F., Mary Crawford, Kate & Aiden Messer, 

 Brian & Katherine Lampe, Ryan Roman, Liz Luther, 

 Dennis Slager and family. 

11-27-11 Rachael, Seth, Jake Ethan Phillips, Lisa Sims. 
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MINISTRY BLESSINGS   
Date  Worship  Att. SS  Offering  

10-30-11 55  0 $546.00 

11-06-11 73 35 $3,249.50  

11-13-11 81  56 $2,606.42 

11-20-11 82 37 $1,462.00 

11-27-11 77 32 $3,644.00 

1 Andria Young 

2 Ginger Morhardt  

2 Pat Saunders 

3 Lenora Bakener 

4 Jayne Arreola  

4 Rachael Kness 

5  Scott Miller  

5 Leith Hammond  

6 Shawn Willis  

7 Harlan Rothermel  

8 Bill Warren  

11  Laura Keefer  

11 Tami (Cross) Horbogen  

12 Ed Collins 

12 Donna Jungnickel 

13 Abby Gorzny  

13 Michael Byrd  

14 Dennis Merdian  

17  Gary Parke 

18 Jeanne Jo Kyker  

20  Kurt Keefer  

21 Becca Wagner 

22  David Wagner  

23 Lynae Merdian  

26 Renee Deuth 

27 Ron Bartelt  

28 Lois White  

31 Beverly Merdian  

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for your cards, flowers, 

visits, and phone calls during my time of  

healing. 

Bev Hammer 

Your are cordially invited to Lenora Bakenerôs  

90th Birthday Open House 

 

Saturday, December 3rd 

 

Pine Crest Villages 

408 S. Mckendrie 

Mt. Morris, IL 



 

JOYS ! 

  10-30-11 

¶ Karen Scholl reported that she and Judy Norris had a safe trip to Kristi's volley ball game in Lincoln IL. 

¶ Robin and Jim Jefford announced the recent birth of their grandson Marshall Patrick. 

¶ Pastor Derek was pleased that his friend Nathan Arledge from seminary was here visiting. 

¶ Jan Bates announced that Kay Dillard will finish her chemo this week. 

  11-6-11 

¶ It is a joy to recognize Ron Erdman as a new ñPUM 50 year memberò 

¶ Judy Pace was happy to report a fun time at the Pumpkin Float. A big thanks to The Merdian Family for Hosting it. 

¶ Mary Landis was glad to be able to watch her grandson play football for Newman this weekend. 

¶ We celebrated Matt Shoreôs Birthday today. 

¶ Happy to have Randy and Nancy Ockenôs daughter, Brooke and her family visiting church. 

¶ Gary Chipman joined with us to celebrate All Saints Day. 

¶ Our Senior and Junior High Youth joined together with Pastor Derek, Karla and Ginger for an interesting and informative  

 discussion about the possible merge. 

¶ Madison Merdian will be celebrating her 16th Birthday on November 7th.. 

  11-13-11 

¶ For Pianists Tessa Morhardt and Jenna Handel. 

¶ Terry & Don Edwards visiting worship today (sister & brother-in-law of Tena Terry & Mike Byrd) 

¶ Mike and Karen Schollôs 51st wedding anniversary congratulations! 

  11-20-11 

¶ Jean Deuth is free of her ñbootò! 

¶ Festival of Town and Rural Ministry was held at PUM 11-19. About 60 persons heard about the Food Resource Bank (one solution 

to world hunger) and learned about the grants awarded by the committee.   

¶ Mike Rieber was home from Afghanistan; he and Ashley were in worship. 

  11-27-11 

¶ Barb Sims and the choir were pleased to have Lisa Sims sing with them today. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 10-30-11 

¶ Harry Deets announced that his daughter in Texas is undergoing treatment for breast cancer. 

¶ Judy Paceôs niece is fighting pancreatic cancer. 

 11-6-11 
 Only Joys this week! 

11-13-11 

¶ Lew & Karen Digby, family and friends of grandson Colton Fassler, Jean Frey,/Neighbor. 

¶ Terry Edwards cancer treatments, Mike Byrd/Brother 

¶ Sandra Payne had lung transplant continue to do well after surgery, Nancy Parke/Friend. 

¶ Jason Melton brain cancer he is in hospital, has had cancer of prostate and now it has spread, Margie and Nancy/ Nieces'ô son. 

¶ Lester Ruffin cancer came back after removal of prostate- has spread. Nancy Parke/Friend 

  11-20-11 

¶ Jason Melton has a cyst and it is not cancer.  He is still being watched and he is still having seizures. Prayers for healing. Margie Shore/

Aunt 

¶ Paul Shadewaldt family with his passing. 

  11-27-11 

¶ Ron Rackow family his fatherôs death. Jan Bates/ Friend 

¶ Curt Henning family with his death. Jan Bates/ Friend 

¶ Rev. Paul Hanson and his mission church needs funding. Carol Brown/Sister 5 

Prayer chain requests may be taken by calling Betty Jo Cross at 946-3100. 

Prayer request cards are available in each pew.  Please place the cards in the offering plate or hand to Pastor Derek. 

Please contact Pastor Derek  at (815) 955-2129 if you need Pastoral care or visitation in the hospital or home. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=good+job&view=detail&id=21315674E5F251D8AB368F6684C1D3CB46619574&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
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 Your Old T-shirts Turned Into Diapers 
 

Your old t-shirts are headed to Honduras in the form of diapers and hats and wraps.  Bill Hare will 

once again lead a group to Honduras to build cement block homes.  After the first of the year, 14 

will accompany Hare to Honduras.  Their bags will be packed full of diapers thanks to folks in 

Mt. Morris and Polo who have been refashioning old t-shirts into useful items for infants.  Thanks 

to Jan Bessert, Beverly Wiemken, Carol Brown, Judy Bartels, Gladdy Typer, Donna Deets, Karen 

Scholl, and Nancy Ocken for your help with this project.  And thanks to all of you who donated  

t-shirts.  Weôll let you know when weôre ready for more! 

Festival of  Town and Rural was a great success, there were 65 people in attendance, great  

speakers: Joan Fumetti,  Kelsey Day, Arlyn Schipper and Jim Schmidt. Inspirational testimonies 

from the individual churches who received grants.  

 

Thank you to all the woman who prepared, served and organized the beautiful atmosphere and  

delicious meal. Thank you to Carol Brown for playing the piano during the worship time. 



 

 

Brunch in the Woods 
Reynoldswood Christian Camp & Retreat Center, 621 Reynoldswood Road, Dixon, IL  

Join us for good food, fellowship, and fun. Brunch in the Woods is held the 2nd Sunday of the month 

(September-May), from 11:00am-2:00pm.  

 

Adults (11and over) - $10.00; Youth (4-10) - $5.00; Children (3 and Under) - Free 

 

(For groups of 8 or more, please RSVP at 815.284.6979, so we can prepare a table for you.)  

Future Dates: December 11, January 8, 2012, February 12, March 11, April 8, May 13, 2012 
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Heifer International is a worldwide self-help organization that provides livestock, such as  

heifers, goats, sheep, pigs, rabbits, bees, and chickens to more than 84 countries. Each recipient 

of an animal agrees to give the first female offspring to someone else in need. The Mission 

Committee has set a goal for our Church Family to purchase a Heifer at the cost of $500. Any 

funds received over and above the $500 can be used to purchase additional animals (sheep $120, 

goat $120, flock of chicks $20, flock of ducks $20, honeybees $30) Those making a donation in 

Honor of someone may use one of the Honor Cards available in the welcome area of Kreider 

Hall.  

 

Please make a notation on your envelope "Heifer Project - Share of a Heifer" or  

"Share of (animal) In Honor of ".   

 Missions, Robin Jefford 

Thanks to your generosity, along with the generosity 

of Emmanuel UMC, we were able to deliver com-

plete dinners, from the turkey to the cranberry sauce 

right down to the table cloths, to ten families in Polo. 

Out of our abundance we were able to embody the 

love of Christ in a tangible and tasty way. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=thanks&view=detail&id=957552896F31A214E064C9F51B1D960612CB0A9C&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


 

Advent Study 

The Characters of Christmas 
 

At the end of each year we dig into the closet to fetch out the Christmas decorations.  One of the first and 

easiest things to set out is the nativity set.  Maybe yours is a pewter set like the one my mom has, or maybe 

its made of wood, or maybe its comprised of Precious Moments figurines.  Whatever its made of doesnôt 

really matter, because its the characters that are represented that matter.  We look with wonder at the  

figures frozen in time in the most angelic and sacred moment human history has ever witnessed.   

Everything is peaceful and perfect. 

 

But is that really what it was like?  Did the donkeys and camels all know that they were witnessing the 

Saviorôs birth, and thatôs why they all have their eyes glued on the manger?  Were the shepherds  

impeccably dressed in their finest robes, or is it more likely they were filthy and smelly?  Did Mary have a 

visible halo around her head, or do you think it was more like an actual birth with sweat and screaming? 

 

This advent, I invite you to explore the characters of Christmas as they really were.  Letôs unfreeze the 

 nativity scene and take a peak at what happened before that perfect pose.  Hopefully weôll come to see 

what the characters in the story have to offer us today in a life that is far from perfect.   

 

The study will last four weeks beginning on Monday, November 28th at 2:30 PM and 6:30 PM in the  

Library.  If you have questions please contact Pastor Derek.   
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 For some of the Jewish people, their years of waiting were over; their joy would ñstart 

with a baby's first cry.ò 

 ñThe Promised Hopeò is the 2011 Christmas cantata that the choir is preparing for Dec. 4 

at 2:00 p.m. In the sanctuary.  The narrative, new music, and old carols tell of the Promise of 

God that has long been repeated and studied in  the Jewish Scriptures.  To the amazement of 

the shepherds, wise men, and common persons who were led to the manger, their eyes beheld 

the Savior of the world! 

 The Cantata Choir invites you to worship the newborn King, to be thrilled by the music 

of Tom Fettke, and to come humbly to the manger to worship the Promised Hope.  May that 

Hope fill your hearts anew this Christmas! 

 Plan now to begin your Christmas season by attending ñThe Promised Hopeò cantata and 

bring a friend! 

 You might also want to enjoy the baked potato  bar being  

prepared by the youth after worship that morning.  We thank them for their support! 

 

                                                                           Jean Frey, Director 

ñThe Promised Hopeò 

 

Christmas...a ñmagicalò season?   

A season of lights?   

Or a season of ñHOPE?ò 

Polo Community Christmas Basket Schedule for 2011 
We are to collect 275 cans of corn by December 11th.  

Please place them in the welcome area marked for collection. 

200 cans to go! 

Sort and packing of the baskets is December 14th, 10am at Polo Town Hall, it is 

suggested that 2 people from each church help with this task. 

The baskets will be Delivered on December 17th beginning at 8am.  

If you have any names you would like to add to the list, please give them to  

Pastor Derek by December 5th. 
(See the Bulletin board in the welcome area for further information.) 

javascript:PopUp('toolbox/additionalViews.jsp?site=lmol&item_id=9780834177796','NA','NA','600','680');
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 December Worship Servants  
 

Acolytes:  

12 -04 -11  Garrett Morhardt  

12 -11 -11  Aspen Grenoble  

12 -18 -11  Jena Handel  

12 -24 -11  Open  

12 -25 -11  Seth Bothe  

 

Altar Flowers:  

12 -04 -11  Open  

12 -11 -11  Open  

12 -18 -11  Open  

12 -24 -11  Open  

12 -25 -11  Open  

 

Fellowship:  

12 -04 -11  YF Potato Bar  

12 -11 -11  Barb Sims  

12 -18 -11  Birthday Cake for Jesus  

12 -24 -11  Christmas Eve  

12 -25 -11  Open  

 

Greeters:  

12 -04 -11  Toby & Becky Handel, Greg & Ginger Morhardt  

12 -04 -11 Cantata  Julia Hammer, Nancy Ocken, Karla Byrd  

12 -11 -11  Matt & Margie Shore, Tena Terry, Jennifer Chittum  

12 -18 -11  Madison Merdian, Ben McKean, Kellen Kyker, Allie Stover  

12 -24 -11  Phil & Linda Fossler, John & Renee Deuth  

12 -25 -11  TBA 

 

Liturgists:  

12 -04 -11  Phil Frey  

12 -11 -11  Melissa Frey  

12 -18 -11  Lynae Merdian  

12 -24 -11  John Deuth  

12 -25 -11  Jeanne Jo Kyker  

 

Ushers:  

12 -04 -11  Jeannie Jo Kyker, Kim Adcock, Patti Meyer, Melissa Frey  

12 -11 -11  Jan Bessert, Jan Bates, Shawn & Tiffany Willis  

12 -18 -11  Baylen Hammond, Allison Byrd, Zack McKean,  

 Mackenzie Grenoble   

12 -24 -11  The Deuth Family   

12 -25 -11  Ron & Julia Hammer Family  



 

Advent Sermon Series  
12-4-11   òThe Call to Prepareó Isaiah 40: 1-11, Mark 1: 1-8 

 In response to our questioning, we are reminded of Godõs promise to redeem this world.  During  

 Advent, we are called to prepare for that day when Godõs glory will ultimately be revealed. 

12-11-11  òThe Message of Hopeó Psalm 126, Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 

 Having heard the promise, we cling to this message of hope.  During Advent, we anxiously await the 

 day of healing and freedom, forgiveness and joy 

12-24-11  òThe Sounds of a Babyó Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2: 1-20 

 After all our lamenting, preparing, and hoping we are met with an unexpected sound, the cries of a 

 newborn baby.  On Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Jesus  but  wonder how a baby will make a 

 difference at all. 

12-25-11  òThe Proclamation of Salvationó Psalm 98, Isaiah 53: 7-10 

 Or wait is over!  Our hope has been fulfilled!  Salvation has come! 
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Advent Happenings!! 

Soup & Chili Luncheon 

Prep for Hanging of the Greens 

Soup & Chili Luncheon 

Advent Craft Fair 

Project Christmas Star 

Prep for Hanging of the Greens 

Children's Sermon and Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
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Please capture those precious moments. 
 

 Take pictures whether they are hard copies or digital.  
 

There is a camera available in the office for these opportunities.   

Contact Donna Jungnickel for brief usage instructions. 

2011 Pumpkin Float2011 Pumpkin Float  

A Great Time Had By All!! 

Thank you for all who made 

this event a great success & 

all who participated!! 
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UMW 

Thursday, December 15th 

Noon Luncheon 

Program: Finding Peace with Godôs Music 

Presenter: Carol Brown 

November 17thôs 

UMW Meeting 

Program Finding Peace Through Letting 

Go to be Thankful. 

During this season of Advent we will be introducing a new hymnal to our church family.   

The new hymnal Worship & Song was compiled by Abingdon Press to supplement The United  

Methodist Hymnal and The Faith We Sing. 

 

The music included in Worship & Song is intended to be representative of the breadth of  

current worship practice, providing new material in several musical genres and including older 

material not appearing in former United Methodist collections.  It also provides music from many 

different styles to churches that offer primarily one worship style who desire to broaden their  

repertoire. 

 

Jackson Henry a contributor to the new songbook writes, ñWorship & Song has the capability of 

being a resource that allows churches to claim their identity and sing their faith in a world that 

changes so rapidly. In a time when many people in our congregations are more familiar with pop 

culture than the music of the church, Worship & Song offers them the ability to proclaim the 

word in a way that is not only current, but also looks toward the future. Our heritage is rich with 

musical tradition, but we must be a people who allow that heritage the opportunity to expand and 

grow for future generations.ò 

 

These hymnals are presented to the glory of God in the memory of Roberta King. 
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Keeping Christ in Christmas 
How do we clean up the clutter that keeps Christ in the shadows of Christmas? 

 

Every year we may say ñI wish this year could be less stressful and more spirit centeredò. 

Somehow along the way, between the Christmas baking, shopping, and all the seasonal plays 

and musicals we think about everything but ñthe reason for the seasonò. 

 

Keep the stress down by asking family members to choose one cookie each that they are most 

fond of and make them together.  Family can meet at a restaurant so the prep and clean up are 

not taking time away from family gatherings. If you can foods from the yearôs harvest, can a 

few extra and give them as gifts.  Bake goodies for busy family members. Frame things the 

children have made for grandparents and aunts. 

 

Ask family members which traditions they would most like to keep and make changes to  

accommodate the new ideas. A cake for Jesusô birthday always goes over well with the little 

ones.  Cookie exchanges are fun and a nice way to have a variety of baked goods. Offer a ride 

to someone to a Cantata or Candle Light Christmas Eve Service. 

 

Give gifts which show Christôs Love: Devotionals, a donation to Heifer in their name, the  

family can volunteer to cook or serve a meal at a shelter, give to a charity, visit a nursing home 

as a family and bring the Christmas Spirit with you, or invite someone who may be alone for 

Christmas dinner. Remember the goal is simple and thoughtful.  I always say ñif I cannot eat it, 

wear it, or burn it in the next year, I do not need it.ò We all love those gifts which collect dust 

or sit in a box until the next community garage sale. 

 

Create a grab bag for larger families, everyone picks one name of a family member out of a hat 

and secretly purchases something special within a price range decided by the group ahead of 

time. Everyone will have a little blessing to share instead of the insanity of purchasing many, 

many gifts. 

 

When getting ready to decorate, keep the decorations which mean the most, and give a choice 

of ornaments and decorations to your children or grandchildren for their trees as a keepsake.  

Donate or discard the rest. Keep it simple and Christ centered. 

 

One good piece of advice would be keeping the Grinch from stealing your Christmas stay in a 

good frame of mind, you are not alone, and positive thinking has never hurt anyone. Give God 

more of your daily thoughts and give of yourself to others, even if it is just stopping to listen to 

someone or a simple smile or a note ñJust Thinking of Youò. 

By Donna Jungnickel 
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2011 Church Conference Minutes 

Polo First United Methodist Church 

November 6, 2011 

 

Charge Conference for Polo First United Methodist Church was called to order at 4:30 PM, November 6, 2011 in  

Kreider Hall. There were seventeen people present. 

After the Call to Worship, a hymn was sung, Phil Frey offered prayer, and Nancy Ocken read scripture. District  

Superintendent Dick Wisdom gave a message and a DVD was presented on the mission projects of the Northern  

Illinois Conference. 

The business meeting was called to order. Pastor Derek gave the report of clergy. Jan Bates reported a present  

membership of 223. Last year the total had been 228, five were lost to death and there were no new members.  

 

Nancy Ocken reported for Staff Parish that the pastorôs salary for the coming year would be $33,000. The motion was 

voted on and carried by majority vote. 

 

A budget for 2012 was presented in narrative form. Ron Erdman moved the budget be accepted, Karen Scholl  

seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

 

Karen Scholl gave the report for the Trustees. 

 

Pastor Derek presented the lay leadership report. He made a motion that the report be accepted, Judy Hite seconded the 

motion, and the motion carried. 

 

District Superintendent Dick Wisdom told of the work of Harvest 2020 and Vital Congregations.  

 

The meeting concluded with the singing of ñWe Are the Churchò and a closing prayer. 

 

Betty Jo Cross 

Secretary 

 

Those present: Jan Bates, Jan Bessert, Betty Jo Cross, Donna Deets, Jean Deuth, John Deuth, Ron Erdman, Jean Frey, 

Phil Frey, Judy Hite, Mary Landis, Nancy Ocken, Randy Ocken, Karen Scholl, Gladys Typer, Pastor Derek Rogers, 

and District Superintendent Dick Wisdom. 
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If you have any questions regarding YF, please contact   

Karla Merdian 946-2981, Ginger Morhardt 946-3173 or Melissa  Frey at 946-3728. 

 December 4th 

YF Potato Bar after Worship. 

2pm Cantata   

Mark your calendars!! 
Children & Youth Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 18th 
We plan on practicing for the Christmas Program during the normal 

Sunday School hour each Sunday starting November 27.  

Please try to attend Sunday School as often as possible. Thank you! 

If you have any questions,  

Please call Melissa Frey (815) 946-3728 

Saturday, December, 3rd at 1:00 pm to prepare for the potato bar on  

December 4th. Bring a White Elephant for a gift exchange. 

 

Thank you to all 

who helped out with the 

canned food drive for the 

Polo Lifeline, the youth  

collected 342 items!! 

Way to go!! 

The Youth are  

participating in the  

ñProject Christmas Starò  

The stars are available at the 

bank for you to help families in 

Polo this Holiday Season. 


