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2012 Calendar of Events 

February 5th is Sub Sunday 

Pick up your Subs  

after Worship in Kreider 

The Progressive Supper was a huge success!!  Thank you to all 

who prepared the meals and opened your homes for an evening of 

fun and fellowship! 

Let the Games Begin!! 

Complete this in 

one minute…. 

If you have any questions regarding YF, please contact   

Karla Merdian 946-2981, Ginger Morhardt 946-3173 or Melissa  Frey at 946-3728. 

 

 
  

  website:  www.poloumc.com 

 www.facebook.com/PoloFirstUMC 

 Church E-mail:  pum@frontiernet.net 

 Pastor Derek’s E-mail: pastorderekrogers@gmail.com                             
 

 As United Methodists, we are called 
 “To make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

          At Polo First, we strive to live to be a joyful and friendly community of Christians who,  
through worship, sacraments, and caring, help people know God’s love. 

NEWS LINE for Caring & Sharing People      February 2012 

Polo First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Derek Rogers, Pastor   

Pastor Derek’s Cell 815-955-2129 

 

 
 

 

February 1st & 2nd 

   Pastor at ICD 

     February 5 

    YF Sub Sunday 

    February 10th - 17th 

    Pastor on vacation 

     February 19 

   6:00 pm “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” 

     February 22 

7 pm BEEP Ash Wednesday Service @ Emmanuel 

February 26February 26  

1:30 pm Special Church Conference1:30 pm Special Church Conference  

At Emmanuel UMC, Sanctuary for the At Emmanuel UMC, Sanctuary for the   

final merger vote by members in final merger vote by members in   

attendance.attendance.  
 

Pastor Fritz 

Bartels will cover 

when Pastor 

Derek is at ICD 

and on vacation. 

If you have any 

pastoral needs 

you may reach 

him at :  

815-946-3212  

or 2526 
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Regularly planned giving is a way we show our devotion to God.  To help you in 
this practice, please pick up your new offering envelopes.  They are available in 
back of the sanctuary. 
 
Please make note of the new UM pew envelopes for our visitors. 

 
This past week I was at my most recent session of the Institute for Congregational Development (the two 

year training that I was invited to be a part of with about 25 other pastors from around the conference).  

I’ve been attending these sessions since September, and I have been thrilled by the way in which God has 

been at work in them.  Each session has provided both words of encouragement and words of challenge for 

both my personal faith journey as well as my pastoral vocation. 

 

This was especially true of this most recent session.  While meeting with my covenant group on the final 

day, one of the other pastors said something that was exactly what I needed to hear in that moment, and I 

believe it is a message of which we all need to be reminded.  He told about how he was having a stressful 

time in his current church placement, how they are going through a lot of change and transition.  Because 

of this he decided to take time away for a while, to clear his head and hopefully reconnect with God. 

 

And the message that he received from the Lord was this:  Stop trying to ask God to bless what you want 

to do, instead be open and willing to do what God wants to bless. 

 

Whoa!  His words hit me like a dagger to the heart.  Because whether I like it or not, I’m the kind of  

person who wants God to bless what I want.  I think that I know what’s best for a certain situation, and that 

is what God should bless! 

 

I realize that the next time I write to you all we will have voted concerning the potential merger with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ from Emmanuel UMC.  There is a lot of uncertainty still in regard to that 

vote.  And no matter the outcome of that vote there will still be a lot of uncertainty about the future. 

 

It’s in this uncertainty that we must cling to faith, because faith is what will get us through.  Faith will get 

us through individually, but most importantly faith will get us through as a community, as the Church.  

Faith is what allows us to be open and willing to do what God wants to bless.  Faith is what keeps us  

secure in the knowledge that whatever the future holds God will be there waiting for us.  So in the coming 

days and weeks, the coming months and years, let us hold on for dear life to faith.   

 

In faith, let us express our gratitude to the Lord for the good work we have completed, the good  

stewardship we have embodied, and the rich heritage we have been blessed to call our own.  In faith, let us 

pray that our Creator might grant us grace in our disagreements and uncertainty.  In faith, let us pray that 

our Redeemer might grant us wisdom to understand his plan and vision for our individual and corporate 

lives.  In faith, let us pray that our Sustainer might grant us patience and courage as we work and study to-

gether toward the Kingdom of God.  In faith, let us pray that the God of All might grant us a joyful spirit 

so that we might reflect God’s glory and goodness in Polo and beyond. 

 

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Derek 
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 EUM/PUM Task Force Meeting Minutes 

The EUM-PUM Task Force met at PUM at 7:00 P.M. on Thursday January 12, 2012.  

Attending were Pastor Derek, Butch Hummel, Judy Norris, Karen Scholl, John Deuth, Marla Buskohl, Greg Morhardt and 

Sandy Hummel. 

Pastor Derek opened the meeting with a devotion based on Matthew 28: 16-20. 

All the bids for construction at EUM to comply with Preschool mandates have not yet been received. There also has not been a 

response to bids for A/C and for an elevator. PUM is to receive bids for window replacements Mon. The roof repair above the 

narthex would not be over $7,500 and would have a 20 year guarantee. An electrician estimated $1,500 for wiring above the 

sanctuary at PUM. There will also be a completely new roof needed in the future. No bid on tuck pointing has been received. A 

new estimate for moving the organ was $35,000 and estimated selling price was $35,000. 

The preliminary document will be available at the churches on Sunday, January 15 so that members can review it before the 

next joint worship service which will be held at PUM on January 29. At this time, a ballot will be available so that the congre-

gations can vote on a church name. Four names are on the ballot. The winner must receive 40% of the votes on the first ballot. 

If not, the top two names will be voted on again with the one getting the most votes becoming the winner. Following church at 

11:30 am there will be a potluck. About noon discussion of the merger document will begin.  

 

The actual voting of the document will be held at a special Charge Conference at EUM on Sunday, February 26, 2012 at 1:30 

pm. Members must be present to vote. March 3, 2012 is set as a snow date. 

 

PUM Igniting Ministries has invited EUM to participate in another Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner. It will be held February 

19. Sandy will help Jean Deuth coordinate it. 

Next meeting will be February 2, 2012 at EUM at 7:00 pm. 

Pastor Derek closed the meeting with prayer. Respectfully submitted, 

 Sandy Hummel 

 February Sermons  
 

Feb. 5 - Mark 1:4-11; Acts 19:1-7 - The final sermon of the "Following Jesus" sermon series will focus on baptism 

and our identity as beloved children of God. We will take special time during our worship service to remember 

and renew our baptism. 

 

Feb. 12 - 1 Kings 19:1-4, 9b-13; Matthew 11:28-30 - On this Sunday we will be viewing a sermon by Pastor Rob 

Bell entitled "Noise." This video will help us to confront the many noises in our lives which make it difficult for 

us to hear from God.  

 

Feb. 19 - 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; Mark 9:2-9, 14-29 - Most people have heard the story about Jesus' transfiguration, 

something we celebrate every year the Sunday prior to the beginning of Lent. This year we will take a different 

view of this well known text by looking especially at the story that immediately follows it. 

 

Feb. 22 - Psalm 51:1-17; Matthew 2:1-6, 16-21 - Ash Wednesday Service at Emmanuel United Methodist Church. 

On Ash Wednesday we are invited to confront our own mortality and confess our sin before God within the  

community of faith. Rev. Fritz Bartels will be preaching and the service will feature the imposition of ashes. 

 

Feb. 26 - Psalm 25:1-10; Luke 11:1-4 - This first Sunday in Lent we will begin a new sermon series focusing on 

The Lord's Prayer. On this Sunday we will spend time with the first phrase "Our Father in Heaven." 

Please note the Ad Council Minutes for February will appear in the March Newsletter. 

http://files.libcphiladelphia.com/200000380-dc827dd7c5/fromthepastorsdesk.jpg
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Childcare During Church 
 

Carrie Deets will be joining Rebecca Jacobs as childcare provider during the church service. Carrie studied 

Early Childhood Education at Whiteside Area Vocational School her Junior year and is currently attending Sauk 

Valley College focusing on Early Childhood Education. Rebecca supervises the children who are Kindergarten 

age and younger. Carrie will provide activities appropriate for elementary age children. Children of all ages are 

still welcome to stay with their families during church.  
 

February  

Worship Servants 
 

Acolytes: 

02-05-12 Kellen Kyker 
02-12-12 Jenna Handel 
02-19-12 Tessa Morhardt 
02-26-12 Justine Gorzny 
 
Altar Flowers: 

02-05-12 Open 
02-12-12 Open 
02-19-12 Mary Landis in honor of Ken and to the honor of Lois Voss 
 .ƻǘƘ ƘŀŘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ муǘƘΦ 
02-26-12 Open 
 
Fellowship:  

02-05-12 Judy Pace 
02-12-12 Margie Shore 
02-19-12 Donna Deets 
02-26-12 Ginger Morhardt 
 
Greeters/Ushers: 

02-05-12 Bev Sarber, Lola Jeanne Brantner, Alice Rebuck, Ron Erdman 
02-12-12 Kendall Kyker, Shawn Willis, Bev Hammer, Jim Jefford 
02-19-12 Youth 
02-26-12 Jamie & Angie Gorzny, Roger & Jane Palmer 
 
Liturgists: 

02-05-12 Randy Ocken 
02-12-12 Rebecca Arreola 
02-19-12 Youth 
02-26-12 Judy Pace 

 

01-01-12 No visitors listed 

01-08-12 Sylvia & David Seymour,   

 Scott, Rachel, Jake, Seth, Ethan  

 Phillips, Scott Tegler, Julie &  

 Casey Merdian, Jeff & Sandy  

 Shipman, Bill, Nicole, Ethan, Rivers & Coen 

Schaffer, Mary Ellen Davis,  Shaunna Zettle 

01-15-12 Max Simmons, Barb Woodin 

01-22-12 Jeff, Sandy, Sidney Shipman 

01-29-12 Will appear in the March Newsletter 
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MINISTRY BLESSINGS   
Date  Worship  Att. SS   Offering  

01-01-12 42 34 $2,994.50 

01-08-12 94 49 $2,641.41 

01-15-12 74 46 $1,557.00 

01-22-12 47 28 $1,849.00 

01-29-12 Will appear in the March Newsletter 

3 Sharon Ditzler  

4 Becky Rogers 

4 Randy Ocken 

7 McKenzie Grenoble  

7 Harriet Hutchison  

8  Lindsey Montross  

17 Gerald Fossler  

19 Brook (Ocken) 

Hemsworth  

18 Lois Voss 

19 Johnny Powell 

20  Donna Gillingham 

22  Barb Dubois  

23 Erin (Collins) Folk  

24  J.M òMikeó Scholl 

25 Mary Landis  

25 Angie Gorzny 

25 Allie Stover  

27 Seth Bothe  

27 Baylen Hammond 

Thank you to all those who could attend my 90th Birthday 

party and for all the beautiful cards. Your thoughtfulness is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lenora Bakener 

Please look for the 2012 sign up sheets: 
¶ Altar Flowers (Located in the back of the Sanctuary) 
¶ Fellowship (Located in the Red Carpet Room) 
¶ Communion (Located in the Red Carpet Room) 

 

New Address: 

Faith Glaman 

1801 Avenue G. Rm. #146 

Sterling, IL  61081 

815-625-4022 (landline) 

She is involved in activities, if she 

does not answer. 

New Address: 

Robert Glaman 

800 S. Walnut Avenue, Apt. 42B 

Forreston, IL  61030 

http://www.buzzle.com/img/articleImages/12719-42.jpg


 

   

01-01-12  

¶ Health concerns for Dave Sherrick and prayers for the Family. Jean Deuth/Friend 
¶ Nancy Schmidt is at Pine Crest Manor for a time.  Mary Landis/Friend 

¶ Mildred Brown has a broken arm. Pastor Derek/ Pastor 

  1-8-12  

¶ The Ray Family with Dorothy Ray’s Death. Pastor Derek/Friend 

¶ Amanda Rackley has Dr. appointments and test and support for her husband Bobby. Pastor Derek/Friend 

¶ Eldon Travis Family with Judy’s Death. Alice Rebuck and Larry Travis are also relatives. Donna Gillingham/Friend 

  1-15-12 

¶ Adam Devine, for healing from wounds in Afghanistan. Jan Bates/Friend 

¶ Joyce Ebersole Family with Joyce’s death. Colleen Stauffer/Friend 

¶ Katherine McCormick Family with Katherine’s death. Colleen Stauffer/Friend 

¶ Bobby and Amanda her surgery is January 19th for an ovarian cyst. Pastor Derek/Friend 

  1-22-12 

¶ Betty Bleistein has health concerns. Toby Handel/Neighbor 

¶ Pastor David Jungnickel (our secretary’s husband) health concerns. Pastor Derek/Friend. 
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Prayer chain requests may be taken by calling Betty Jo Cross at 946-3100. 

Prayer request cards are available in each pew.  Please place the cards in the offering plate or hand to Pastor Derek. 

Please contact Pastor Derek  at (815) 955-2129 if you need Pastoral care or visitation in the hospital or home. 

Concerns 

JOYS ! 

  

 01-01-12 

¶ Barbara Sims granddaughter graduated from college with honors and is headed to Washington D.C. 

for her new job. 

 01-08-12 

¶ Faith Glaman is adjusting to life at Parkway in Sterling and is doing well. 

¶ Tessa Morhardt is celebrating her 12th birthday today!! Happy Birthday Tessa!! 

 1-15-12 

¶ The Youth are coming to Barbara Sims home tonight for dessert & Jan Bates for lasagna! 

 1-22-12 

¶ Jan Bates and Barbara Sims-for the great fun with our great youth last Sunday night at the  

 progressive Supper. Thank you to the youth leaders for their energy; Ginger Morhardt, Karla  

 Merdian and Melissa Frey. 

¶ Margie Shore and Judy Pace are at the Winter School of Christian Mission at Camp Reynoldswood 

this weekend. Special recognition to Margie who had a major leadership role in that event. 

 

 

Brunch in the Woods 
Reynoldswood Christian Camp & Retreat Center, 621 Reynoldswood Road, Dixon, IL  

Join us for good food, fellowship, and fun. Brunch in the Woods is held the 2nd Sunday of the month 

(September-May), from 11:00am-2:00pm.  

 

Adults (11and over) - $10.00; Youth (4-10) - $5.00; Children (3 and Under) - Free 

 

(For groups of 8 or more, please RSVP at 815.284.6979, so we can prepare a table for you.)  

Future Dates:  February 12, March 11, April 8, May 13, 2012 
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                     February is Indigo Band - Missionary Support 

 

Our Mission Committee has selected Clara Midrula Biswas in Cambodia for support. She works 

with the "poorest of the poor" to facilitate their move to relocation and rehabilitation centers. 

She assists education programs in public schools (music, computer, art) and she also assists 

health programs that refer patients to hospitals and local organizations. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 19th at 6:00pm PUM & EUM are partnering together for this  

fellowship opportunity.  This will be a great way to get to know your church family better. 

 

Please fill out the forms located on the counter in the welcome area and return them by  

February 12th to Jean Deuth @  815-946-3234 or Sandy Hummel @ 815-946-3282. 

Staples 
We have a rewards incentive when we purchase merchandise from Staples or recycling  ink  

cartridges.  If  you shop at staples and would like to add your purchase points to PUM just give 

them the church phone 815-946-2411.   

 

January we were able to use $30+ from rewards acquired by someone in our church and the  

recycling of the color toner cartridges ($2 or $3 each).  Thank you we used the rewards towards a 

paper order. 

You are invited to attend! 

 “Guess Who's Coming to Dinner?” 

http://hlpumc.com/images/prayer.JPG
http://hlpumc.com/images/prayer.JPG

