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If you have any questions regarding YF, please contact   

Karla Merdian 946-2981, Ginger Morhardt 946-3173 or Melissa  Frey at 946-3728. 

The Youth from  

Polo First and St. Maryôs 

organized, planned and  

delivered the gifts for the 

ñProject Christmas Starò. 

  

Gifts were received by  

107 children from 41  

families!  

 

Thank you for all your  

generosity! 

2012 Calendar of Events 

January 15th Progressive Supper 

Look for information in future bulletins. 

 

February 5th is Sub Sunday 

Keep an eye out for the sub order forms. 

 

 
  

  website:  www.poloumc.com 

 www.facebook.com/PoloFirstUMC 

 Church E-mail:  pum@frontiernet.net 

 Pastor Derekôs E-mail: pastorderekrogers@gmail.com                             
 

 As United Methodists, we are called  
 òTo make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.ó 

          At Polo First, we strive to live to be a joyful and friendly community of Christians who,  
through worship, sacraments, and caring, help people know Godõs love. 

NEWS LINE for Caring & Sharing People      January 2012 

Polo First United Methodist Church  
Rev. Derek Rogers, Pastor   
Pastor Derekôs Cell 815-955-2129 

 

January 2 

Office Closed 

January 4 

10 am Newsletter folders 

January 9 

6:30 pm Pre-school board meeting in Kreider Hall 

January 12 

 7 pm EUM/PUM Task Force Meeting at PUM 

January 15 

 Table of 10 Meeting following worship 

January 18th and 19th 

Pastor at ICD 

January 20 - 22nd 

UMW Winter School of Christian Mission (Camp Reynoldswood) 

January 23rd 

Pastor at Residency 

January 29 

10:10 am Combined worship at PUM followed by a  

pot luck and merger document discussion 
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Regularly planned giving is a way we show our devotion to God.  To help you in 
this practice, please pick up your new offering envelopes.  They are available in 
back of the sanctuary. 
 
Please make note of the new UM pew envelopes for our visitors. 

 

Pastor Derekôs Page 

Another year has gone. 

 

How was this past year for you?  Did it go by too quickly, or could you not wait for it to be over?  Was it 

just another regular year, or was it somehow special?  Will you be talking about 2011 for years to come, or 

have you already pushed it from your mind? 

 

What happened?  What were the highlights?  Did you read a good book?  See a good movie?  Spend time 

with your grandkids?  Get a new job?  Enjoy time with your friends?  Did you have any adventures? 

 

Was 2011 a year of routine or a year of change?  Was it a year marked by sadness or by happiness?  Why 

did you laugh?  Why did you cry?  Did you cherish every minute?  Or not? 

 

Was it a year of growthˈin faith? in hope? in love?  Or not?  If it was, how did that happen?  If it wasnôt, 

then why?   

 

Did you experience grace?  Was it a year of generosity?  Was it a year of healing?  Was it a year of inner 

peace? 

 

When you look back over it, can you see the movement of God in this past year?  How did God challenge 

and stretch you?  When did God lift you up?  When were you humbled?   

 

Another year has gone.  Another year has come. 

 

What will this year be like?  Is it filled with potential and possibility, or not so much?  Do you have any big 

plans, or are you just living day-to-day? 

 

What are your goals?  Not resolutions, per se, but goals.  What is your vision for 2012?  Come January 1, 

2013: What do you want to have accomplished?  What do you want to have done?  How do you want to be 

different?  What seeds need planting?  What fruit needs harvesting? 

 

Can you hear the still, small voice of God guiding you into this new year?  Or not?  Where is the Lord  

calling you to serve?  Who is God forming you to be?  What does God want you to discover: about  

yourself? about Himself? 

 

Another year has come.   

 

Praise be to God! 

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Derek 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL  

POLO FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

December 15, 2011 

7:00 PM 
 

The following eleven people were present for the meeting of the Administrative Council December 15 2011 in the library of Polo First 

United Methodist Church: Jan Bates, Betty Jo Cross, Jean Deuth, John Deuth, Jean Frey, Phil Frey, Laura McKean, Ron Hammer, Judy 

Hite, Karen Scholl, and Pastor Derek.  

John called the meeting to order and led the group in devotions. He asked the members to share something that was special to each of them 

about Christmas. 

The minutes of the Charge Conference in November were approved.  

Task Force: John reported combined services are being planned for EUM and PUM on the fifth Sundays. The next combined service will 

be January 29, 2012 at PUM. There will be a potluck dinner followed by joint discussion.  

UMW:  A carry-in lunch for UMW members was held at noon on December 15. Carol Brown gave a program on Christmas carols. 

Finance: Laura handed out financial reports. Ron Hammer handed out a report of the expenses in 2011.  

Igniting Ministries: Jean Deuth reported that Dan McKean had made a sign for the church. January 8 will be ñBring a Friend to Churchò. 

The committee had distributed 10 Thanksgiving baskets. 

Staff Parish: Mark Milburn has been hired for the job of snow removal. Staff Parish brought a motion that activities for children first 

grade and older during church be considered. A job description was presented. The motion was voted on and carried. 

Polo Community Council of Churches: On Saturday December 17, 225 + Christmas baskets will be distributed. 

Trustees: Jan made a motion that the color copier be repaired, motion seconded by Judy and carried.  

Wills and Memorials: New hymnals had been purchased in memory of Roberta King. 

Worship:  Jean Frey reported the childrenôs Christmas program would be December 18. Christmas Eve services will be at 8:30 PM on  

December 24. Christmas Day services will be at 10:10 with no Sunday School. On January 1 the John Wesley Covenant Service will be 

part of the church service. 

Special Events: Judy told that happy birthday cake for baby Jesus will be served after the childrenôs Christmas  

program. 

Pastor Derek closed the meeting by prayer. 

Betty Jo Cross 

Secretary 

Childcare Opportunity 

Our congregation is committed to providing a good experience for children and their parents during 

the church service.  Parents are welcome to choose whether to keep their children with them during 

church or to take advantage of childcare. 

 

Currently childcare is provided for preschool children through kindergarten in the preschool area.  

Three years ago we decided to make this a paid position and hired Rebecca Jacobs. 

 

We plan to hire another individual to plan activities and supervise children first grade and older.  

A background check will be necessary to comply with our Safe Sanctuaries policy. 

 

If you are interested in this position, or if you know of someone who might be interested in this  

position, please call Nancy Ocken at 815-440-5768. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Christian+Youth+Clip+Art&view=detail&id=6A4CD69B2C97FE0073A9087637958DEB37091DFA&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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Thank you to The Adult Bible 

Study Group (We Digress) for 

my stylish new hat.   

Barbara Sims. 

A BIG THANK YOU to all who 
have served as ushers over the 
past few years.  Everyone that 
serves in any way is an important part of 
our worship service.  Karla Merdian has  
already taken this responsibility over.  If 
you have any questions regarding usher 
scheduling, please call her at 946-2981 or 
the church office.   
Again thanks to all for your support,   

Jan Bessert 

Dearest Polo Church,  

You were so beloved by my mom, and so  

beloved by me and my family and you always 

will be in our hearts, memories and prayers.  We 

miss coming to see mom preach and ñdo her 

thingò at Polo and are thinking of you much this 

Christmas season.  Thank you for loving my 

mom and for letting her love you!  We wish you 

all the best in the years to come and I know you 

will continue to make her proud as a strong 

Christ-like congregation.  So, please accept this 

monetary gift in my momôs memory and  

continue to grow as one in Christôs love.  

 

With much love,  

Pastor Sallyôs daughter and family Pamela,  

Michael, Lucy & Leighton Hemmerly. 

Holiday Greetings! 

We would like to send our best wishes to all in the congregation for Christmas.  We are 

staying in  England this year as my two sons and Maryonôs daughters are coming here for 

Christmas.   

 

We will be coming back to Polo next year and will hope to see you then.   

 

Happy Christmas and a peaceful & healthy New Year. 

 

Best Wishes, 

Chris and Maryon 

Gary Chipman's Christmas Letter 
 

If you would like a copy, please look on the 

bulletin board  in the welcome area. 

Dear Member of PUM, 
 

We wish to ñThank Youò 

for your help and donation 

of food and for this years 

Christmas Basket Project.  

We  hope your and your  

congregation have a very 

Merry & Blessed Christmas. 

St. Mary's 2011 Organizing 

Church, 

Amy Pedersen 

Mary Williams 

Don Vock 

Carol Glenn 

Jim and Nancy Adams 

UMW  
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Childrenôs Christmas Program 2011 

Birthday Cake for Jesus! 



 

Visitors  

12-04-11 Mark & Pam Lawler, Liz Luther &  

 3 Children, Dennis Slager. 

12-11-11 Scott Rogers, Judy Hilton. 

12-18-11 Richard, Mary Kris Whitney Strite, Kathy 

 Swartz, Randy & DeBorah Bothe, Rod & 

 Darlene Koontz, Kenny Bekher, Mark & 

 Pam Lawler, Jane Harris, Lindsey Barlow, 

 Jarrin & Johnathon, Matt & Shayann 

 Lance, Richard King. 

12-25-11 Antje & Liz Gamble, Mark, Shelley, Emily, 

 Grace, Keith McGuire, Jim Bingle, Bryan 

 Poltz, Chance Typer, Dan Typer, Drew 

 Terry, Donna Beck 
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$3,655.49 

MINISTRY BLESSINGS   
Date  Worship  Att. SS   Offering  

12-04-11 73 48 $2,472.00 

12-11-11 67 47 $2,246.00 

12-18-11 121 59 $4,441.00 

12-24-11 105 0  

12-25-11 59 0  

2 Kendall Kyker  

2 Tim Stauffer  

3 Karla Merdian  

4 Rebecca Jacobs 

6 Amy Jo Gillingham  

7 Brandy (Cross) Whalen  

7 Cathy Rogers 

8 Kathy Norris  

8 Tessa Morhardt  

13 Carrie Deets  

13 Valeria Forster  

16 Jule DuBois  

17 Bill Cross 

17 Landon Montross  

17 Brad Ford  

22 Adeline Beck  

23 Emily Witmer  

25 Lilly Gillingham  

26 Nancy Ocken 

27 Jared Frey  

EUM/PUM Meeting Minutes from November 29, 2011 
A tentative date for release of the final draft of the document will be Feb. 5 with the final vote being done on 

Feb.26th. The actual merger, if approved will be set for July 1st.  

Pastor Fritz will contact the lawyer and the DS with this tentative schedule and for information of what and how 

the vote must be done. 

Today the contractor looked at remodeling the basement to meet Pre-School requirements. He will be giving an 

estimate. Also, the Fire Marshall has been contacted to be sure everything would pass inspection. EUM will also 

be getting bids for air conditioning and an elevator. PUM will be updating all their bids for building repairs. This 

is being done because some church members have been asking about the comparison of costs for repairs of both 

buildings. 

The committee will meet Thurs. Jan 12 at PUM. 

Pastor Derek closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Hummel 
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During this new year we will be introducing a new hymnal to our church family.   

The new hymnal Worship & Song was compiled by Abingdon Press to supplement The United  

Methodist Hymnal and The Faith We Sing. 

 

The music included in Worship & Song is intended to be representative of the breadth of  

current worship practice, providing new material in several musical genres and including older 

material not appearing in former United Methodist collections.  It also provides music from many 

different styles to churches that offer primarily one worship style who desire to broaden their  

repertoire. 

 

Jackson Henry a contributor to the new songbook writes, ñWorship & Song has the capability of 

being a resource that allows churches to claim their identity and sing their faith in a world that 

changes so rapidly. In a time when many people in our congregations are more familiar with pop 

culture than the music of the church, Worship & Song offers them the ability to proclaim the 

word in a way that is not only current, but also looks toward the future. Our heritage is rich with 

musical tradition, but we must be a people who allow that heritage the opportunity to expand and 

grow for future generations.ò 

 

These hymnals are presented to the glory of God in the memory of Roberta King. 

5 week Sermon Series 
The first followers of Jesus didnõt have it all together.  They werenõt anything special.  They 
were simply run-of-the-mill, ordinary people, who lived their lives the best that they could. 
Actually, come to think of it, they kind of sound like some other people we know. 
 
In this sermon series, weõll take a closer look at the first followers of Jesus.  Who were they?  
What did they see in this guy named Jesus?  Why in the world did they follow him?  Maybe 
in the process of uncovering Jesusõ first followers weõll come to see ourselves more clearly, 
learn more about the One they were following, and hear the call to follow Him today. 

 
 1-08-12 òThey Set Out Matthew 2: 1-12 
 1-15-12 òI Choose Youó Mark 1: 16-20 
 1-22-12 òCome And Seeó John 1: 43-51 
 1-29-12 òUnlikely Guestsó Mark 2: 13-17 
 2-05-11 òChangedó Mark 1: 4-11 

 

Heifer raised enough 

money for 3 heifers. 

Thank you to everyone who 

made this mission  

opportunity successful! 


