
  

 

 

 
  

  website:  www.poloumc.com 

 www.facebook.com/PoloFirstUMC 

 Church E-mail:   pum@frontiernet.net 

 Pastor Derek’s E-mail: pastorderekrogers@gmail.com                             
 

 As United Methodists, we are called 
 “To make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

          At Polo First, we strive to live to be a joyful and friendly community of Christians who,  
through worship, sacraments, and caring, help people know God’s love. 

NEWS LINE for Caring & Sharing People      November 2011 

Polo FirstUnited Methodist Church 
Rev. Derek Rogers, Pastor   

Pastor Derek’s Cell 815-955-2129 

November 1-2  

Pastor on Vacation 

November 5th  

Remember to change the clocks back 1 hour before you go to bed. 

November 6  

 All Saints‟ Day 

4:30 pm Annual Charge Conference 

November 11 

Special Events will Decorate the Sr. Center Tree 

November 11th - 13th  

Pastor at ICD 

November 19 

8:30 am Town & Rural Celebration (see Pg.12)  

November 20th 

7 pm BEEP Thanksgiving Worship Service  

@ Brookville UMC 

November 20 

YF Canned Food Drive 

November 27 

Hanging of the Greens 

Followed by Chili & Soup Lunch & Craft Fair 

http://blog.interactivefmg.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/thanksgiving.png


 

2 

Regularly planned giving is a way we show our devotion to God.  To help you in 
this practice, please pick up your new offering envelopes.  They are available in 
back of the sanctuary. 
 
Please make note of the new UM pew envelopes for our visitors. 

Pastor Derek’s Page 
This time of the year in all United Methodist Churches is charge conference time.  The Book of  

Discipline states that the charge conference is “the annual meeting [of the local church] to review 

and evaluate the total mission and ministry of the church, receive reports, and adopt objectives and 

goals recommended by the church council.” 

 

From my experience of charge conferences, stemming back to attending my home church‟s each 

year as a high schooler and including my observations from this side of things as a pastor, I have to 

admit that charge conferences are hardly what they could be.  Maybe you have a different  

impression of things, but I feel as if we view charge conference as a tiresome duty that we have to 

do because it‟s what United Methodists do.  Charge conference is all about reports and statistics.  

It‟s all about making ourselves look good for the District Superintendent.  That‟s my impression, 

anyway. 

 

Instead, I believe (and maybe this is the naiveté of a first year pastor speaking) that charge  

conferences offer us a phenomenal opportunity in the life of our congregation to not simply assess 

what we have been doing, but more importantly to anticipate and dream about the mission and  

ministry of our church in the future. 

 

This year the Northern Illinois Conference instituted a new requirement for all charge conferences to 

meet.  That requirement was to set specific goals through 2015 for five key areas: average worship 

attendance, number of people who join by profession of faith, number of disciples engaged in  

growing in their faith, number of disciples active in mission, and the amount of money given to  

mission. 

 

Our church did our due diligence to fill in the blanks with goals to meet the requirement for charge 

conference.  I believe our goals are realistic and attainable.  But, the goals will simply be numbers 

on a page unless we actually do something to reach them.  That‟s the crucial difference between 

what I believe a charge conference usually is (meeting the requirements) and what it can be 

(visioning for the future). 

 

In what concrete way can we consistently touch three more lives in our weekly worship?  How can 

we inspire three more people to dedicate their lives to Christ in the next year?  What ministry will 

enable us to come to know God more deeply and love him more fully?  Seriously, how can we  

transform our community through mission and outreach? 

 

If we don‟t set goals, and act on those goals, how will we get to our desired future?  I don‟t know, 

maybe we can get there by filling out reports and doing the same things we‟ve always done.  But 

why don‟t we think big?  Why don‟t we set our sights on something more? 

 

On October 16th I asked those of you who were in worship to fill out a card answering the question, 

“What are your Visions and Hopes for the future of our church?”  There was an overwhelming  

response from many people.  And on October 23rd, in worship, we saw a presentation full of those 

dreams, full of those hopes, full of those visions, for the future of our congregation.  Here are just a 

few of those big thoughts for the future: 

 (Continued) 
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November 6, 2011 4:30 pm 
Annual Charge Conference  
Come and meet our new District  
Superintendant Rev. Dick Wisdom and 
celebrate the ministries of Polo First. 

 

Pastor Derek’s Page Continued 
 Let‟s have a „Bring a Friend to Worship‟ Sunday once a quarter to increase the number of people 

touched by our ministries. 

 Let‟s encourage relationships between our older members and our newer attenders so that they can 

be nurtured in their faith and be included more actively in the Christian fellowship of our church. 

 Let‟s have less people going to meetings to talk about ministry and instead have people  

 devote their valuable time to actually doing ministry. 

 Let‟s develop a year-round mentoring program between adults and the children and youth so that 

they know they are being prayed for and cared about. 

 Let‟s add a second worship service, possibly sometime during the week.  

 Let‟s start a men‟s group to include at least ten regular attenders. 

 Let‟s begin a single parents‟ support group. 

 Let‟s offer more for the children, for instance a children‟s choir.  Whatever we can do to give them, 

as our future, more. 

 Let‟s continue reaching out to people in our church and community through „Laborers of Love‟ so 

that we can put our beliefs into action in the community. 

 Let‟s organize an annual extended mission trip to work with Habitat for Humanity or other such  

 organizations. 

 Let‟s expand our prayer circle to include more people and meet regularly for prayer as a group. 

 Let‟s have Sundays to „do‟ church outside of the walls of the sanctuary and be in mission  

 somewhere in Polo or the surrounding area. 

 Let‟s find more ways to help those who are in economic distress, those with substance abuse 

 problems, and with family problems. 

 Let‟s build on our current youth group to have a regular meeting every week. 

 

This can be our future!  The question is, how are we going to get there? 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Derek 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_L9StBKOh18c/Sw3rPpLKVlI/AAAAAAAABPk/Ne7YN9kAN9s/s1600/thanksgiving+pic.jpg


 

 
10-02-11  Kris Dollmeyer, Hope Stapelton, Kavli Miller,  
  Shayann, Kellen, Karys, Lance Bartelt. 
10-09-11 Bill & Barb Fisher, Sarah Stevens.  
10-16-11 Kris & Austin Dollmeyer, Deb Bothe, Judy Snook,  
 Char White 
10-23-11 No visitors listed. 
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MINISTRY BLESSINGS   
Date Worship  Att. SS  Offering 

10-02-11 67 33 $3,029.00 

10-09-11 78 42 $3,105.86 

10-16-11 74 31 $1,786.00  

10-23-11 61 43 $1,508.00 

10-30-11 Will appear in the December Newsletter 

2 Arvilla Siddens 

3 Jonathon Cross 

6 Matt Shore 

7 Madison Merdian 

7 Jim Rogers 

8 Darla Turner 

8 Sheila Montross 

8 Carla Wagner 

10 Gladys Typer 

12 Alice Rebuck 

12 Sebastian Arreola 

14 Colleen Stauffer 

14 Michael Deuth 

16 Becky Handel 

16 Lola Jeanne Brantner 

17 Justin Young 

19 Erin Reeves 

20 Phil Fossler 

21 Simber Bartelt 

22 Cassidy Terry 

23 Peggy Bucher 

23 Sarah Hird 

26 Joan Strauss 

27 Ramsie Grenoble  

27 Dan Hartman 

27 Elaine Mount 

30 Bev Hammer 

Tis the Season to be  
Busy, Busy, Busy!! 

Please make an effort to  
update the Church calendar 
with meeting dates and times for 

the Month of November & December.   The Newsletter 
deadline for December is Monday, November 23rd. 
Please submit anything you would like to 
have included. This will help to avoid errors 
and over lapping  events. 

The Clutter Sale raised $324.00 
1/2 went to Missions & 1/2 to Apportionments 

Please make a note the  

parsonage phone has been  

disconnected.  

 Please call Pastor Derek’s  

cell phone 815-955-2129  

if a pastoral need arises. 



 

JOYS ! 

 10-2-11 

 Phil  Frey mentioned that Jean is home and recuperating. 

 CROP Walk participation and donations reached new records! 

  10-9-11 
 Tim & Colleen Stauffer are getting away on vacation. 

 Pastor Derek's’ family is visiting. His mom, Uncle Bill and Aunt Barb all will attend a wedding today in Iowa 

  10-16-11 

 Judy Pace graduated from cardiac rehab.  
  10-23-11     
 We are “over” joyed to have Jean Frey in worship with us today.  

 Glad to have Betty Miller in church after her recent emergency surgery.  
 Pastor Derek expressed this thanks for all of his birthday wishes. 

 Julia Hammer expressed her joy for her nieces‟ upcoming wedding and being able to spend 
time with so many of her family members. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  10-9-11 

 The Paul Shadewalt family with Paul’s being in CGH ICU. 

 Betty & Joe Bleistein, Concern that Betty is battling health issues. Toby Handel/Friend & 

Neighbor. 

 10-16-11  

 Betty Miller had emergency surgery. Jan Bates/Friend 

 Jean Frey, “We miss her and wish her a safe and speedy recovery. Everyone! Friends/Family. 

 10-23-11 

 Pastor Derek announced the passing of one of his classmates from Duke University, prayers 

for Ed Adams’ family in his passing. Also prayers for Innocent Justices’ brother and his  

 family  that were killed in an accident in South Africa. 

Concerns 
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Prayer chain requests may be taken by calling Betty Jo Cross at 946-3100. 

Prayer request cards are available in each pew.  Please place the cards in the offering plate or hand to Pastor Derek. 
Please contact Pastor Derek  at (815) 955-2129 if you need Pastoral care or visitation in the hospital or home. 

“Thank You” 
Dear Church Family, 
 “Thank You” so much for your prayers, cards, food, phone calls, flowers, and support since my  
hospitalization and continuing recuperation!  All of your generous kindnesses and love for us are 
 treasures that keep us humbled as members of this congregation. 
 We have also enjoyed Pastor Derek's visits and the outreach of his ministry with us. 
 May God bless you as you have blessed us! 

     In Christian love, 
Jean and Phil Frey 
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This Years Thanksgiving Dinners 
 

Emmanuel and Polo First will combine efforts to deliver Dinners to  

approximately 10+ families this Thanksgiving season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All items & cash donations should be received by November 18, 2011. 

 

If there is a family you would like to include please call Shawn Willis or Marla Buskohl. 

A sign up sheet will be available the first week in November. 

 Shawn Willis (815)946-3022 

Marla Buskohl (815)946-2630 

Thanksgiving BEEP  

Worship Service 

Sunday, November 20Th 

7pm 

Brookville United Methodist Church 

17725 W Chambers Road 

Paper plates 

Roasting pans 

Napkins 

Paper towels 

Potato chips 

Hawaiian rolls 

Instant mashed potatoes 

Stuffing mix 

Whipped topping 

Cookies 

Gallons of  2% milk 
 

Cut green beans 

Cranberry sauce 

Butter 

Turkey 

Pumpkin pie 

Turkey gravy 

Sandwich bread 

Table cloths 

Lemon/rasp drink mix 

Whole kernel corn 

 



 

“Laborers” of LOVE”  
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Rainbow Covenant Rainbow Covenant   
Rainbow Covenant for November is the Orange Band, UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 

on Relief). Funds are used to aid those who are hungry, displaced, sick or in poverty, because of 
natural and Human made disasters and for the workers who minister to them.   

 Missions Robin Jefford 

Mission Committee  Robin Jefford 

“Laborers of Love" has completed its second project and looks forward to helping 
with future projects.   

If you or someone in the community has a request, please complete a request form 
with information and turn in to the office, Pastor Derek or Robin Jefford.  Forms 

can be located on the counter by Kreider Hall or by contacting one of the  
mentioned persons.  All requests will be evaluated. 

Supervisors also volunteer... 



 

Advent Study 

The Characters of Christmas 
 

At the end of each year we dig into the closet to fetch out the Christmas decorations.  One of the first and 

easiest things to set out is the nativity set.  Maybe yours is a pewter set like the one my mom has, or maybe 

its made of wood, or maybe its comprised of Precious Moments figurines.  Whatever its made of doesn‟t 

really matter, because its the characters that are represented that matter.  We look with wonder at the fig-

ures frozen in time in the most angelic and sacred moment human history has ever witnessed.  Everything 

is peaceful and perfect. 

 

But is that really what it was like?  Did the donkeys and camels all know that they were witnessing the 

Savior‟s birth, and that‟s why they all have their eyes glued on the manger?  Were the shepherds impecca-

bly dressed in their finest robes, or is it more likely they were filthy and smelly?  Did Mary have a visible 

halo around her head, or do you think it was more like an actual birth with sweat and screaming? 

 

This advent, I invite you to explore the characters of Christmas as they really were.  Let‟s unfreeze the na-

tivity scene and take a peak at what happened before that perfect pose.  Hopefully we‟ll come to see what 

the characters in the story have to offer us today in a life that is far from perfect.   

 

The study will last four weeks beginning on Monday, November 28th at 6:30 PM.  If you have questions 

please contact Pastor Derek.   
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 For some of the Jewish people, their years of waiting were over; their joy would “start 

with a baby's first cry.” 
 “The Promised Hope” is the 2011 Christmas cantata that the choir is preparing for Dec. 4 

at 2:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  The narrative, new music, and old carols tell of the Promise of 
God that has long been repeated and studied in  the Jewish Scriptures.  To the amazement of 

the shepherds, wise men, and common persons who were led to the manger, their eyes beheld 
the Savior of the world! 

 The Cantata Choir invites you to worship the newborn King, to be thrilled by the music 

of Tom Fettke, and to come humbly to the manger to worship the Promised Hope.  May that 
Hope fill your hearts anew this Christmas! 

 Plan now to begin your Christmas season by attending “The Promised Hope” cantata and 
bring a friend! 

 You might also want to enjoy the baked potato  bar being  
prepared by the youth after worship that morning.  We thank them for their support! 

 
                                                                           Jean Frey, Director 

“The Promised Hope” 
 

Christmas...a “magical” season?   
A season of lights?   

Or a season of “HOPE?” 

Hanging of the  Greens is November 27th this year. 
Remember that our “Chili and Chicken Soup” lunch is after church service 

that day.  We will also have ham sandwiches & dessert.  Please plan to 

come stay for the Craft Fair and make Christmas crafts. 

Saturday, November 26th 

 

Volunteers are need to prepare for the hanging of the greens 9am. 

javascript:PopUp('toolbox/additionalViews.jsp?site=lmol&item_id=9780834177796','NA','NA','600','680');
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 November Worship Servants  
 

 

 

 

Acolytes: 

11-06-11 OPEN 

11-13-11 Tessa Morhardt 

11-20-11 Emily Ditzler 

11-27-11 Aspen Grenoble 

 

Altar Flowers: 

11-06-11 OPEN 

11-13-11 Matt & Margie Shore’s 48th Anniversary (November 16th) 

11-20-11 OPEN 

11-27-11 Mike and Karen Scholl In Honor of Karen’s mother Thelma 

 

 

Fellowship:  

11-06-11 Margie Shore, Nancy Parke 

11-13-11 Ginger Morhardt 

11-20-11 Pastor Derek 

11-27-11 OPEN 

 

 

Greeters: 

11-06-11 Nona Forster, Barbara DuBois, Harriet Hutchison, Ron Erdman 

11-13-11 David & Annette Ditzler, Donna Gillingham, Melissa Frey 

11-20-11 Mathew Handel, Garrett Morhardt, Allison Byrd, Laura Ford 

11-27-11 Roger & Jane Palmer, Mike & Karen Scholl 

 

  

Liturgists: 

11-06-11 Jan Bates 

11-13-11 Judy Pace 

11-20-11 Emily Ditzler 

11-27-11 Beverly Wiemken 

 

 

Ushers: 

11-06-11 Jeanne Jo Kyker, Kim Adcock,  Dan & Laura McKean 

11-13-11 Michael & Daniel Deuth, Greg Cross, Ron Hammer 

11-20-11 Morgan Lawler, Jena Handel, Seth Bothe, Justine Gorzny 

11-27-11 Matt & Margie Shore, Betty Miller, Ashley Rieber 

  

 



 

November Lectionary Readings 

The liturgical color White and Green 
11-6-11 Joshua 24: 1-3a, 14-25, Psalm 78:1-7, 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18, Matthew 25: 1-13. 

11-13-11 Judges 4: 1-7, Psalm 123 or 76, 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11, Matthew 25: 14-30 

11-20-11 Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24,  Psalm 100, Ephesians 1:  15-23, Matthew 25: 31-46. 

11-27-11 Isaiah 64: 1-9, Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19, 1 Corinthians 1: 3-9, Mark 13: 24-37. 

  

We have 3 sizes of poinsettias this year.  Singles are $11, doubles are 
$19, and triples are $28 and are huge.  Please pay when you order, 
making checks payable to PUM.   

Poinsettias orders due no later than November 13, 2011 
 

 RED     Single ____   Double ______  Triple ______ 

 WHITE     Single ____   Double ______  Triple ______ 

 In memory of: ____________________________________________ 

 In honor of:     ____________________________________________ 

 With thanks to:   __________________________________________ 

 Purchased by:  ___________________________________________ 

 

 If you have any questions, please call Jan Bates at (815)-590-8435 

Poinsettia Order Form 

DeKalb District News: 
 
Two Rivers Cluster group is collecting items for the Midwest Distribution Center in Chattham, IL.  
Tampico UMC will be the drop off and pick up station for these items. Please contact the Tampico 
Church or Pastor Esther Lee if any churches are interested in donating and who will be dropping off the 
items so that we will be expecting them.  The last date to donate will be November 3rd. 

Tampico UMC / 202 Lincoln Street, Tampico / 815-438-6105 / eunjin777@gmail.com 
70 page notebooks / blunt student scissors / *baby sweaters  (new) / baby sleepers/gowns  (new) 

hand towels *The Hub Cluster can provide a fairly simple pattern if you know of people who would like to knit baby  
sweaters.  Please contact Pastor Glen Stewart of Steward/Creston UMC at  revsjg1263@aol.com or 815-396-2250 
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Here at Polo First 

 “Creating Rural Connections Globally!” 
What is Town & Rural Ministry? 

It is the annual celebration of rural ministry and training event sponsored by the Town & Rural Center of  

The Northern Illinois Conference.  

 

“What I learned with FRB is that farmers  

connect with farmers whether they farm 1000s of acres in IL or an acre plot in Kenya. And that people who live in 

town and rural contexts have things in common whether they are from Polo or a village in Tanzania. I will address the 

spiritual dimension of this and then the opportunity that FRB provides to connect farmer to farmer, rural to rural.” 

Rev. Joan Fumetti 

Featured Speaker 

Rev. Joan Fumetti 
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Please capture those precious moments. 
 

When there is a committee event, luncheon,  

pageant, special services, baptisms, weddings, new members,  

pastor being silly, and so on and so on…  

To be used in the bulletins and newsletters. 

 Take pictures whether they are hard copies or digital.  
 

There is a camera available in the office for these events.   

Contact Donna Jungnickel for brief  usage instructions. 

Saturday 

November 19, 2011 

Registration 8:30am 

9:00am ñ 1:15pm 

Guest Speaker 

Kelsey Day 

 FRB staff who  

serves N. IL 
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EUM-PUM Task Force Meeting 

23 October 2011 

 

The task force met at PUM at 7:00 p.m.  Those in attendance were Pastor Fritz, Pastor Derek, Ron Rackow, Marla 

Buskohl, Judy Norris, Karen Scholl, Tina Terry and Melissa Frey. 

 

Pastor Derek read the lectionary Gospel reading from Matthew 22:34-46 from Eugene Peterson‟s The Message.  He 

then shared a devotion from the writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

 

The task force began with a check-in on the feed back from the “All Church” meetings held on October 16th at each 

church.  Suggestions were that we continue to work together and do things together.  There were some questions on 

voting.  Some people who were originally opposed to the merger seem to be changing their minds.  Overall, the 

meetings at both churches went well. 

 

EUM and PUM will have a combined worship service next Sunday, the 30th, at EUM.  The choirs will sing together, 

and we will celebrate communion. 

 

The Thanksgiving basket project will be announced at the combined service.  Sign-up sheets will be placed in both 

churches. 

 

Church Assets lists from both congregations were distributed.  We will continue to update the lists as we work  

together. 

 

Memorial lists were discussed, and we also continue to work on, update, and discuss memorials. 

 

Pastor Derek and Pastor Fritz presented the proposed budget for the merged congregation.  The cost savings from 

merger would be about $95,000 per year, money that could be used for ministry.  Copies of the proposed budget will 

be posted at each church so that members can consider them. 

 

The preschool that is currently a part of PUM was discussed.  This came up during the “All Church” meeting.  352 ft. 

per child is required and all adults must have clear sight of each child at all times.  A contractor will be looking at the 

cost of removing walls from two rooms in EUM‟s basement to meet the requirements for the preschool.  It‟s  

important to PUM to keep the preschool.  The Fire Marshall will also be checking-out the EUM basement. 

 

There was further conversation on the name of the new, merged church.  The task force decided to have a contest in 

which names are submitted to the task force.  The task force will narrow down the names, if necessary, and the  

congregations will vote on their favorite.  The name with the most votes would be the name of the new church. 

 

The task force will be working to complete the rest of the merger document so that it can be presented to the  

congregations in January. 

 

What needs to happen during the time of transition from two churches to one was also discussed.  Committees would 

have to be merged, but also functional.  There would also be a transition of the staff.  Members of the staff will have 

to reapply for positions, and staffing decisions will be made by the combined Staff-Parish Relations Committee. 

 

Tasks yet to be accomplished are the completion of the merger document, the decision on which parsonage to keep, 

and staffing needs. 

 

Pastor Fritz closed with prayer. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

        Pastor Fritz Bartels 



 

UMW Traveling Books 

October 2011 
Five new traveling books have been placed on the wall of the lobby into Kreider Hall. There is a  

sign-out card for each of the books and for the magazine Response. 

 

 Carlson, Melody. Just Another Girl.  At seventeen, she‟d like to date, hang with friends,  and 

maybe even find a summer job. Instead, she‟s stuck at home with her younger  

 sister--who seems to get needier by the minute. Her older sister is all about,  well...herself. And 

Aster‟s parents---don‟t even ask. But things are about to change. Or  so she hopes. Enter: a cool 

guy and some new friends, and Aster is ready to get out and  grab a slice of  normal life. But will 

her family get in her way? 

 

 Gallagher, Vincent. A. The True Cost of Low Prices. The Violence of Globalization  

 This book explores the basic nature of globalization; explains how programs of IMP and 

 World Bank  really work; and exposes the increasing use of slave labor and the violence  that 

comes from unregulated work environments. Gallagher‟s text, together with photos,  both inform 

and touch our hearts as they show how we can make a  

 difference. 

 

 Mohney, Nell W.  Just Choose Happiness.  Each chapter in this book includes inspiring  and 

encouraging scriptures, personal stories, and questions for reflection and discussion,  as well as sug-

gestions for choosing and  developing positive, practical traits that will  

 enhance happiness in your life.  

 

 Rouse, Ciona D.  Like Breath and Water.  This inspiring book looks at the reality of the  

 African continent, in both its beauty and tragedy. This story is not only a challenge of our  con-

ceptions  and apathy; but even more so, it is a testament to the unbounded power of  prayer.  

 

 Sirleaf, Ellen Johnson.   This Child will be Great.  This book is a memoir of a remarkable  life 

by Africa‟s first woman president. She encourages women everywhere to pursue  

 leadership roles at the highest levels of power, and gives us all hope that we can change  the 

world. 

  

 

 

Present: Pastor Derek, John Deuth, Marge Shore, Randy Ocken, Ginger Morhardt, Greg Morhardt, Laura McKean, 

Judy Hite, Harriet Hutchinson, Ron Hammer, Donna Deets, and Nancy Ocken (substitute secretary) 

The minutes from 9/22/11 were approved.  Motion made by Greg Morhardt, seconded by Laura McKean. 

Task Force Report:  John reported that the PUM/EUM Task Force met September 29.  A joint mission project to 

provide Thanksgiving dinners to 10 families is being coordinated by Shawn Willis, Marla Buskohl, and Amy  

Boward.  The next meeting will be Sunday, Oct. 23, 7:00 p.m., at PUM.  On the agenda is a budget comparison of the 

two churches and discussion of the name for the combined congregations.  Ginger Morhardt and Pastor Derek toured 

the area of EUM that could be used for the preschool.  Ginger will work on getting an estimate of the cost to house 

Polo Preschool at EUM.  Joint worship services coming up are October 30 at EUM and January 29 at PUM with a 

potluck following. 

 

(Continued) 
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Ad Council will not meet in  

November. 

December 15th at 7pm is the 

next meeting. Ad Council Meeting Minutes 

October 20, 2011 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/just-choose-happiness-nell-w-mohney/1102470552
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 Ad Council Meeting Minutes Continued 
October 20, 2011 

Special Events: Judy reported that the Pumpkin Float will be at Merdian‟s pond on October 30. EUM is included in 

the invitation.  November 11 is the Senior Center tree decorating event. November 27 will be Hanging of the Greens.    

A Happy Birthday Jesus party will be held in December. 

Missions:  Monday, Oct. 24, the committee will meet to set Rainbow Covenant designations for next year.  Friday the 

21st Labors of Love will meet at Ken Scaggs‟ home to repair the front stair rails and to do Fall yard work.   

Education: October 16 was Bible Sunday.  Bibles were given to Abby Gorzny and Victoria Busser.  The committee 

will be reviewing Safe Sanctuaries to update records and increase the number of those who can provide childcare from 

our congregation.   

Wills and Memorials: A shredder was recently purchased for the office, closing out 3 of the smaller, residual  

accounts. 

Trustees:  The garbage area has been updated with bins for recycling, office paper, and garbage.  Outside lights at the 

Kreider entrance were recently repaired by Terry Montross only to be broken again.  Dave Ditzler will replace three 

outlets on the  

sanctuary level.  Paul McNamara has been called to repair the organ.  He will also do an estimate of the value of the 

organ and of the cost to move the organ.  A motion was made by Ron Hammer, seconded by Randy Ocken, to  

authorize repairs to the organ of $1000 or less.  If the cost of repairs is over $1000, Ad Council will need to approve 

the expenditure.  Motion carried.  Wills and Memorials has money designated for music which could be used for this 

expense. 

Staff Parish: Nancy reported that salaries for the pastor, musicians, and secretaries have been set for 2012.  The  

pastor‟s salary will be acted upon at Charge Conference November 6.  The paper work is complete for Charge  

Conference. 

Membership:  All Saints and 50 year memberships will be celebrated November 6.  Ron Erdman became a member in 

1961. 

Igniting Ministries:   Guess Whoôs Coming to Dinner was a successful EUM/PUM mixer with 30 people participating 

in 4 homes.  Another is proposed for February.   Clutter Sale profits will go to missions and apportionments.  A support 

group for service men and women and other singles in our community has been proposed.  There is interest for an  

evening Bible study.  Childcare will be needed which brings up the need to update our Safe Sanctuaries status.  Needed 

items for the Thanksgiving baskets will be publicized in the November newsletter.  Ten complete Thanksgiving  

dinners will be provided to families identified by school personnel.  Two suggestions: closing off a block or two for 

Trick or Treaters and those who would like to set up a station to hand out treats, and Invite a Friend to Church Day.  

Jean and Shawn have agreed to split responsibilities as Chair of this committee.  Greg will continue to work on the 

website.  Activity on the website has tripled between 2010 and 2011. 

Finance:  Laura presented data for income for the first three weeks of October.  Ron presented Oct 2011 expenses.   

Apportionments are on track to be paid in full with $1500/month needed for each of the next three months.  Derek will 

discuss apportionments in a news article in an upcoming newsletter.  Ron will present the 2012 budget at Charge  

Conference.  The proposed budget is comparable to the 2011 budget.   

Endowments: Harriet reports no significant change in the endowment fund. 

BEEP:  The BEEP Thanksgiving service will be November 20 at 7:00 pm at Brookville UM.  The BEEP Carol Sing 

will be December 4 at 6:00 pm at Elkhorn UM. 

YF:  Ginger reports that 13 Youth walked in the recent Crop Walk.  Fright Fest will be attended by 4 adults, 12 Youth  

members, and 40 guests.  November 20 will be the canned food drive. 

CROP WALK:  Exceptional participation by PUM members was reported.  Dave and Peggy Bucher are to be  

commended for their excellent leadership in organizing this event. 

UMW: Marge and Judy will attend the annual meeting of UMW on Saturday in New Lennox.  On November 12, Judy 

will attend officer training at Reynoldswood.  Marge has scholarship applications and registration forms available for 

the Winter School on January 20-22.  The next meeting will be November 17 with Lois White presenting the program. 

Pastor Derek:  Derek will be on vacation from October 26-November 2.  He will, however, participate on October 30 

in the joint worship service and the Pumpkin Float.  Pastor Fritz is on call for any emergencies.  Derek reported he will 

be sharing many of the ideas gleaned from his first Congregational Development training that featured Barry  

Carpenter.  The next session is November 11-13; laity are invited to participate.  Pastor Derek will offer an Advent 

study. 
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If you have any questions regarding YF, please contact   

Karla Merdian 946-2981, Ginger Morhardt 946-3173 or Melissa  Frey at 946-3728. 

 November 20th there will be a can food drive and Pizza party 

Arrive at 4:00 pm 

Mark your calendars! 

YF Potato Bar after Worship. 

2pm Cantata on December 4th. 

Mark your calendars!! 
:NTSG ¬ $GHKCQDM½R $GQHRSL@R 1QNFQ@L 

Sunday, December 18th 
 

Please look for more details in the  
bulletins and the December Newsletter! 

If you have any questions,  
please call Melissa Frey (815) 946-3728 

Saturday, December, 3rd at 1:00 pm to prepare for the potato bar on  

December 4th. Bring a White Elephant for a gift exchange. 

 

Way to go to all the youth who participated in fall activities at 

school, football, volleyball, & cheerleading.   

Good Luck in our winter sports. 

Fright Fest was a huge success!! 

49 youth and 4 chaperones went and all had a wonderful time.  

It was a Great Day!! 


