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“Before You Were Born…

(And Before Jesus Was Born Too)”
M

y Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ –

I am writing this just before the season of Advent – And Kristen and I are eagerly awaiting the birth of our baby daughter. (At this point we are still undecided about her name!) She will probably be born by the time you are reading this.

Over the past nine months, as the baby has grown, Kristen and I have marveled at the beautiful and amazing process through which God brings life into this world. The baby has been especially active, moving around a lot – We think she may be a dancer – or a maybe football kicker? Our baby’s developing life reminds me of the powerful Scriptures in the Psalms, in Jeremiah, and in the Gospel According to Luke.

In Psalm 139:13-16, the Lord teaches us about how he brings each of us into this world:
“3 You created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” We are “fearfully and wonderfully made!” Again, as we await our baby’s birth, we especially give the Lord thanks for the sacred, precious gift of life itself.

In the very beginning of the Book of Jeremiah, the Lord also teaches us about how he knows us even before we are born. Jeremiah wrote, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart…” (Jeremiah 1:5). Each of us is precious to the Lord, and each of us has a purpose or calling from the Lord. God knows us and our callings for our lives even before we are born.

One of my favorite stories about the life of Jesus, happened before Jesus and John the Baptist were born. The story in Luke 1:41-45 reads: “When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!’” The baby (John) in Elizabeth’s womb responded to the presence of Mary and the baby Jesus in her womb! What a beautiful story and celebration of life before we are born.

At Christmas, of course, we celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus. But we don’t often think about the nine months before Jesus was born. Conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus went through the same amazing process in his mother Mary. This Advent, remember that Jesus’ life, like ours, began nine months before he was actually born – and give thanks to the Lord for the sacred gift of life, yours, each other’s, and Jesus’.

I pray that each of you has a very, very blessed Advent, Christmas, and New Year! Please pray for me as I pray for each of you. Please pray for our church family too.

With Love in the name of our coming Savior Jesus,

Father Shawn +
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