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Make Room for Porcupines

Bill Forkgen

The next section in the pamphlet I Want My Church to Grow! is entitled “make room for porcupines”. The author writes:”

“None of us is perfect - and on many days we are just plain awful to be with. Though church communities tend to be places where people are on their best behavior, the truth is we need our church family most desperately on our ‘bad’ days. Make it your mission – as much as possible – to offer extra care and kindness to folks who are being difficult. Remember this applies especially to church visitors and guests. Church growth experts say that people are most likely to come ‘check out’ a faith community at times of crises and transition in their lives. The odds are that potential new family members will appear at the church door when they are not at their best.”

When most of us think of a porcupine we think of a nice, seemingly harmless, small to medium sized woodland creature with SHARP POINTY THINGIES ALL OVER ITS BODY!
Not so nice any more, huh? I think that’s what the author is thinking when he portrays us as porcupines. You see, most of the time we too are nice, seemingly harmless creatures, but then there are other times our sharp pointy thingies stick out and we don’t look or act our best. While we always hope that others will be understanding of our moments, it’s what we do as Christians when we encounter “porcupines”, that is important.
Christ calls us to love one another. In John 13:35, Jesus said “By this all men will know you are my disciples, if you love one another.” At the time, He was talking to the disciples, but I have a sneaking suspicion that the same holds true for us today. If we say we are followers of Christ then we have to love one another, even when their pointy thingies stick out. 
Now that doesn’t mean we have to go right up and hug someone who’s obviously got their quills raised in a defensive mode, but a smile and a kind word might give them the sense that no matter how bad their situation is, God’s love can still prevail. If church growth experts are correct, and people most often seek out a church in times of crisis, then it’s important for us to greet them with sincere pleasantries rather than being offended by their behavior and either doing the wrong thing or nothing at all. 
So whether it is one of us or a newcomer who is having a bad day, and not on their best behavior, extra kindness can go a long way. 

Annual Reports

All reports presented at the Parish meeting in November will be posted to our website for study by members of our congregation. 
http://www.standrewspasadena.com

If you cannot access the website, contact our secretary Teresa Balatico (410-255-1070) to obtain a copy.
Homebound Church Members

There are long-standing members of our church who can’t get out for us to greet and offer a happy Christmas. We’re sure that they would like to hear from us; even a card would be nice. Hazel Williams, Libby Schuman, Janet Hein, and Ellen Snively come to mind. Their addresses are in the Church Directory. 
If you know some people who are not on this list, let us know by telling our secretary or posting their names on the bulletin board.

