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A very blessed New Year to you all!
M
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y Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

January 6 is the holy day of the Epiphany.  We will worship that day at 12 noon and at 7pm.  On Epiphany we celebrate the coming of the magi, or wise men, to see the child Jesus.  Epiphany is also a season of the church year.  The Season comes after the 12 days of Christmas Season, and before the season of Lent.

The word “epiphany” means “showing forth”.  So the theme of Epiphany Season is the showing forth or revelation of who Jesus is, namely the Christ and the Son of God.  It always seems to me that another theme of the season is evangelism (Oh no!... Did Shawn just use the E word?).  Evangelism means how we show forth who Jesus is to the world, to the people in our lives.

I believe that the single most important thing we do as a church is worship the Lord.  Worship is the centerpiece of our life together.  Everything else we do flows out from our worship, our communion with God.

The second most important thing we can do then is to evangelize.  Jesus made it so clear that our primary mission is to be his witnesses (Acts 1:8), to tell and show others about Christ.  We are commanded to make disciples, fellow followers (Matthew 28:19) of Jesus.

It isn’t an option, it’s a command from Jesus.  Every one of us is to witness to the people in our lives, to show and tell them what Jesus has done in our lives.  We are to bring others to Jesus, and to bring Jesus to others.

The most important thing we do with evangelism is to pray.  We need to talk to the Lord about our friends, before we talk to our friends about the Lord.  God then will guide us in how to be a faithful witness.  God promises through the Bible that the Holy Spirit will tell us what to do, and what not to do, what to say, and what not to say (Luke 21:13-15.)

The main way the Church grows is by personal invitation, that means you and I inviting and bringing people both to the Lord and to his church.  The Melon Club (our Evangelism Committee) is working hard to provide numerous informal events at St. Andrew’s, so we can invite our family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, and classmates to them.  It’s a lot easier to invite someone to movie night than to Sunday worship.  We have also had several workshops on how to share your faith, especially how to present the Good News of Christ with others.

I usually ask you all to talk with me if I can help you in your walk with the Lord.  So I’ll do it again!  How can I help you to reach the people in your life for Christ?  Please prayerfully let me know.

I pray that 2011 will be a great year for all of us.  I pray we are active it our evangelism.  I pray that we grow spiritually and in numbers!  May our generous Lord bless us all this year and always!

With Love in Jesus,

Father Shawn +
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