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The Ministry of Reconciliation

G
od has called us all to be reconcilers. The Apostle Paul writes about our “Ministry of reconciliation,” (2 Corin-thians 5:18).  So what does that mean?

Let’s start at the beginning… The reason Jesus came was to reconcile us to God – “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them,” (2 Cor 5:19).  Our own sin had separated us, alienated us from God.  But when we trust in the death of Jesus, in our place, we are forgiven of all of our sins, and we are then reconciled to God.

So then God has given us the “Message of reconciliation” (2 Cor 5:19).  We are to be God’s instruments in telling the people in our lives about the reconciling love of God.  God wants to use each of us to bring people to God, and to bring God to people.  Again, we are all called to be reconcilers in the world.

We are also to be reconcilers between people.  Are you personally holding anything against another person? – unforgiveness, resentment, anger, jealousy?  Is someone holding something against you?  Regardless of who has sinned, Jesus calls us to be the ones to make things right between us and the people in our lives.  It seems like one of the most ignored passages of the Bible is in Matthew 18.  There Jesus teaches us first to go to others, one on one, to try to make things right between us and the other person.  Jesus tells us:

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'  17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.”

I have taught and preached before that unforgiveness is a huge spiritual stumbling block!  The sin of unforgiveness cuts us off from communication and fellowship with God.

First we all need to be reconciled to God through faith in Jesus Christ.  “Be reconciled to God,” wrote Paul, (2 Cor 5:20).

Then we need to let the Holy Spirit use us to be in good relationships with the people in our lives.

And we need to let that same Spirit use us to bring people together, in love, and in peace.

“Blessed be the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).
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May our gracious Lord use us to be peacemakers, reconcilers in this lost and broken world.  There is a lot of brokenness all around us.

May our Lord use us all to build his Kingdom and his Church, all to his glory!

With love in Jesus, the Prince of Peace,

Father Shawn +

