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Deliver On Your Pledge

By Ron Burr

T

he next article in the series “I Want My Church to Grow” deals with the fulfillment of our commitment to the church and more accurately, where we “allow” our hearts to be. That is, where we as Christians SHOULD allow our hearts to be. As the author writes,

“Deliver on your pledge. Jesus teaches that our hearts will follow our money. It is not only ethically questionable to make a promise to the church and then break it, we also cheat ourselves when we do that. Your interest, commitment, and devotion to your parish will increase as your pledge to your church increases. “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” People are attracted to faith communities where people invest their money – and so their hearts.” 

Let’s look at this concept a little more closely. In the previous article, we were reminded that our tithes and offerings – our pledges – help us to find real contentment, true peace and finally, eternal life through a relationship with Jesus. A relationship that comes as a direct result of our placing our trust in God and NOT in those things that could be, and sometimes are, taken from us. In addition, your Vestry needs you to fulfill your commitment – your pledge – because they have stepped out in faith and made decisions regarding the financial health of your parish based largely on the commitments – your commitment – made to the church when you submitted your pledge. While we jokingly say that the Vestry will not send out the pledge police to your house IF you do not honor your commitment, in essence, you handicap, you handcuff your Vestry when, for whatever reason, you do not honor that previous commitment.

Now before you get the wrong impression, the Vestry fully understands and appreciates that in the course of a year, things sometimes happen and financial situations sometimes change in ways that make it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to fulfill that commitment made when we pledge to the church. Please understand that should this happen, we want to help you deal with this situation. Please make your situation known to Fr. Shawn, the Rector’s Warden or any member of the Vestry that you feel comfortable talking to, so that the Vestry can adjust the financial picture accordingly. Your individual situation WILL be treated with the utmost respect and dignity and the matter will be kept completely confidential. 

Speaking on a personal basis, I come from a family that did not fully appreciate the financial needs of the church. As a young adult, I perpetuated that understanding until, after being at St. Andrew’s for a while, I came to realize that it was indeed possible for God to bless me and my family and that all I needed to do was to return to him that small portion, the tithe, which he was asking me to give. Once we started doing that and started increasing our giving on a proportional basis, striving to reach the biblical tithe, we found that it was truly impossible to out give God. Our checkbook always seemed to have sufficient money to handle our needs and we were able to increasingly give back more than we ever thought possible. It was a revelation – a position that we continue to relish to this very day. I am not saying this to toot my horn. I simply want to convey that this is a comfort level that is available to each and every one of us IF we faithfully honor our commitment and deliver on our pledge.

