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Patrick, Bishop and Missionary of Ireland
M
arch 17th is St. Patrick’s Day.  Patrick is a truly exciting figure from Christian history!  So, his “Day” is not merely a day to follow the world’s secular celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, (although I love corned beef too!) but it is a time to learn about and to thank God for a wonderful saint of history.  His example is one for us to follow.

Patrick was actually born in Britain (not Ireland) around the year 390.  When Patrick was about 16 years old, he was captured by a band of Irish slave-raiders.  He was then taken off to Ireland, where he was forced to serve as a shepherd.  Patrick didn’t escape until 5 years later, when he was 21 years old.  He then returned to Britain, and was educated as a Christian.

So what about Ireland and Patrick? – Didn’t he do anything else there?  Well, first, Patrick was ordained a priest and a bishop.  Around the year 432, Patrick had a spiritual vision, which called him to return to Ireland.  And he did return to Ireland, tradition holds, very near the place of his earlier captivity.

Patrick’s life and ministry was truly amazing!  He carried out a great ministry of missionary conversion throughout Ireland.  He worked with kings and then with the tribes under them.  Patrick Christianized the old pagan religion of Ireland.  It is told that he did use three leaf clovers 
to teach about the Holy Trinity: God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Two things strike me most about Patrick’s life and ministry.  First is his evangelistic zeal.  I so admire Christians who take the ministry of evangelism seriously.  Patrick Christianized a nation!  We aren’t exactly expected to do that – but we are expected to seek to reach out in love to the people in our lives – to tell them about Jesus Christ.  Oh that we can fan the flame in each of us to be zealous to evangelize the people in our own part of the world.

The second thing that strikes me about Patrick is that he returned to the people who originally kidnapped him!  Led by a vision, a call from God, Patrick was faithful to his call.  Rather than holding a grudge against his former captors, Patrick specifically went to Ireland to do God’s work among the people there.  What love of God and love of others.

We lift up the saints of history as examples for us to follow.  May we all follow Patrick.  May we boldly and broadly share our faith with a lost and hurting world.  May we go wherever God’s calls us in that mission.

I pray we all have a blessed March, and a blessed beginning to the Lenten season.

May our gracious Lord bless us, protect us, and use us all to build his Church and his Kingdom.

With Love in Jesus,

Father Shawn +
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