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Our Lord’s Bounty
By Elyzabeth Marcussen
O

ne of my most favorite stories in the Bible is the story of the loaves and the fish. It is the ultimate statement of faith: God will fill your need. You shall never want for anything if you trust God wholly and completely to take care of everything.

That is what moves me so much with Our Lord’s Bounty. We needed to fill that freezer with meat, and we did and continue so to do. With visits to the pantry running between 10 to 17 a week, it can be costly to spend donations on proteins. So, I set a bottom line, saying that if we should go below it, I’ll suspend filling the freezer.

Then I prayed, as I know many of you do for this important outreach.
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And wouldn’t you know, just like the loaves and fish, the money in the account stays the same as it was when I took over from Ron in January! In fact, even after the most recent shopping trip, it was $100 more! I have filled that freezer three times, always watching for meat sales, grabbing the two-for-one deals, but still, taking your donations and Girl Scout donations and never reaching that bottom line. Not even nearing that bottom line.

God is good! All the time!

We need to stay vigilant over that bottom line, for I want to keep the account healthy for the summer when kids are out of school and not getting free lunch and church family is out of town and a bit behind on giving. 

Thank you to those who give cash, those who give food and those who give prayers. There will always be a fish and a loaf in that basket: That is the fact of faith.
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Share Your Talents
By Patti Hunt

J

esus tells many parables in the Bible.  One them concerns a rich man who is leaving on a long journey.  He gives 5 bags of gold to one of his servants, 2 bags of gold to another servant, and 1 bag of gold to still another.  When he returns, the rich man learns to his delight, that the servants who had been given 5 and 2 bags of gold have each doubled their holdings.  Sadly, however, the servant who had been given just one bag, returned with just that one bag.  He had been so scared of what might happen if he lost the bag of gold, that he hid it in the ground, instead of risking it to make more, as the others had done.  The master was none too happy and dealt harshly with the servant who refused to take a risk.

In the “I Want My Church To Grow” brochure, we are asked to share our talents in order to help our church grow.  God has given each of us a talent, or maybe even several talents.  He gave them to us for a reason – he expects us to use them!  You know how good we feel when we are doing something that we love; doing something that we are passionate about.  Think about applying those same passions and talents to a ministry at church.  For some of us, that immediately conjures up visions of “Oh my gosh, I can’t do THAT,” or “What do I know about church ministries?”  But all we need to do is to offer our talents and passions in the name of Jesus, and He will do the rest.  God is pleased, just as the rich man was, when we take risks with the talents that he has entrusted to our care in order to build His kingdom.  When we step out in faith, God will reply just as the rich man did:  “Well done, good and faithful servant!”   

