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Reliving Jesus’ Death and Resurrection
M

y Dear brothers and sisters in Christ - Grace and Peace to all of our church family!

As I write this, we are in the middle of the Church’s season of Lent.  I have been praying that this Lent will be an especially holy time for each of us.  I pray that it is a time set apart for us to grow in our faith and in our relationship with Jesus.

As you read this, Holy Week and Easter will be just a few weeks away!  I want to ask you and to encourage you to plan out your Holy Week and Easter celebration.  We will offer a lot during the week!  Please plan ahead for when you can be at church.

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday (April 17).  That morning we will all process into the church with our palm branches in hand.  By this, we relive Jesus’ triumphant entry into the city of Jerusalem.  That same day, we will read the story of Jesus passion, his suffering and death on the cross.

On Tuesday night, we will celebrate a Passover Seder meal together.  (Please remember to sign up before hand for the supper.)  That evening, we will relive, as faithful Jews do yearly, the Exodus, how God delivered his people from slavery in Egypt.

Thursday of that week is Maundy Thursday, or Holy Thursday.  That night we relive Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples.  We especially remember that Jesus gave us the sacrament of Holy Communion.  We will celebrate Holy Communion at both 12 noon and 7:00 pm.  The name “Maundy” comes from the Latin word “mandatum” for “commandment” – At the Last Supper Jesus gave us the “new commandment,” for us to love one another (John 13:34-35).

Friday is Good Friday.  I especially encourage all of you to seek to attend church sometime that day.  You can’t have Easter without Good Friday – You can’t have the resurrection without Jesus’ death in our place.  Good Friday is extremely important for me, as I gave my life to Christ, as a young man, and was saved on that day.  We have worship at church in the morning at 9:00 am.  We will also join other churches in the Stations of the Cross at 12 noon, at Manresa in Annapolis.  Good Friday night, we will join local Pasadena churches in a worship service at Community Methodist Church at 7:30 pm.  Again, please try to worship some time on this very important day.

On the night before Easter Sunday we have the Great Vigil of Easter.  This is the biggest (and you could say, most important) worship service of the whole year.  This night we read about God’s saving acts in history, and we also sing a lot in celebration of what God has done for us.  We will also have baptisms this night.  Finally we have the first and festive celebration of Jesus’ glorious resurrection from the dead, with Holy Communion!

Easter, of course, is on Sunday.  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! (We actually worship every Sunday specifically to celebrate Jesus’ victory over sin, hell, and death.)  We have an especially exciting Easter Sunday this year!  We will again join with other Pasadena churches for a sunrise service at Kurtz’s Beach (exact time, tba).  We will also have Holy Communion at church at the usual times, 8:00 am and 10:15 am.  This year, however, we are adding a coffee hour breakfast at 9:00 am, followed by our Easter Musical Cantata at 9:45 am.  I look forward to seeing you and yours, and to celebration Jesus’ resurrection with you all.

Again Holy Week is a very “busy” week.  Please prayerfully plan when you can worship with us.  I can say with confidence that the more you worship, the more you will be blessed!

I pray that the remainder of Lent is again be a blessed time, set apart for us and our Lord.

I pray that, this Easter, you will be filled with the joy of Jesus’ powerful resurrection from the dead.

May our crucified and risen Lord bless us all!

May all the glory be to Jesus!

With Love in Christ Jesus,

Father Shawn +

