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Invite a Friend to Church

By Karen Cotham

	Birthday Wishes

Please keep these fellow parishioners in your thoughts and in your prayers throughout the month. Send them a birthday card or, even better; wish them a happy birthday when you see them.

	Kristen Dieso
	4-3

	Tom Frazier
	4-4

	Avionne Flanagan
	4-6

	Frank Moore
	4-8

	Ann Crowl
	4-9

	Emma Williams
	4-9

	Matt Day
	4-11

	Harold Dieso
	4-13

	Jacob Batton
	4-14

	Shawn Hill +
	4-15

	Elizabeth Jacobs
	4-16

	Howard K Otto
	4-18

	Savannah Edmonds
	4-27

	Caroline Jacobs
	4-27

	Michelle Larkin
	4-30

	Mike Kane
	5-1

	Colin Campbell
	5-6

	Madeline Herman
	5-6 

	Rev. John Kenny
	5-8

	“Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(The Book of Common Prayer, page 830)


The last article in our series, “I Want My Church To Grow!” focuses on a very real way to grow our church – inviting a friend.  All of us have people in our lives who do not attend church.  Asking them to attend a Sunday service is the most direct approach.  You might consider asking them to church for a special service, such as Christmas and Easter services, or maybe a service when the children’s choir is singing or the bell choir is playing.  But some may find it difficult to ask their friends to come to church any service, worried that they might look like they are pushing Jesus on somebody, and that’s okay.  Throughout the year, however, there are many other church functions that are perfect for inviting a friend to “church” without inviting them to church.  Dinners, the flea market, the Christmas Coffee House are just a few opportunities to comfortably invite someone to come to St. Andrew’s.  Having a good time at those events may just inspire them to decide to attend church on their own.   
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Back in 1999, I invited Patti to come to church to hear the Bell Choir.  It was a special service where the bells, along with a script, would tell the story of Jonah and the Whale.  I thought that she and her young daughter, Kathryn, would enjoy hearing the bells.  It just so happened that they were looking for a church.  As a result of the warm reception they received as visitors and the Jonah musical, they decided to return to St. Andrew’s and have been faithful members ever since.  

We never know what will come of our invitation.  It may be that someone just needs our little nudge (invitation) to feel God’s call.  It may be that the person we invite never comes back to our church.  But we will never know if we don’t ask.  I will always be glad that I obeyed God and invited Patti and Kathryn to come to St. Andrew’s that Sunday.  So don’t be afraid to ask, someone may find the good news that we all share . . . the love of Jesus.  Remember, all God is asking us to do is to put forth the invitation, he will do the rest!
Easter Flowers and Memorials

Once again, the Altar Guild is selling flowers to decorate the altar for Easter.  You may purchase a plant to remember or honor someone that you love. (Order forms are available in the church’s Narthex.)  We can also remember or honor those we love by completing an Easter Memorial form. All donations will be used to purchase the flowers and Altar Guild supplies that we need for Easter.

