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Why Come to Church?

O
n this past Good Friday, we had a Bible Reading in the church service from the book of Hebrews. In the passage that was read, there are two verses that always stick out to me. The verses read, “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:24-25).

“Let us not give up meeting together!” To be a Christian means being a part of the Body of Christ, the Church. We need to be active members of a church fellowship. I think it’s a particular challenge for Americans to remember the importance of being in a church family. We Americans are so trained to be independent. We emphasize rugged individualism, and we fight for individual rights.

But we are baptized into the Body of Christ. We need other Christians. And our brothers and sisters in Christ need us. We need the encouragement others can give us for our walk with the Lord. And each of us has gifts to share with others. If we are not active in a church family, everyone loses.

Sadly, the world has more and more distractions, conflicts, and competing events with the Church. When I was a child, very little else happened on Sunday mornings except for worship. It makes me very sad to see so many sports now happening on Sunday mornings. The Sabbath Day is just another day of the week. Just one more sign that our world is drifting further and further away from the Lord’s will and His ways. It is a challenge for many of us to try to keep the Sabbath Day holy. 
I want to encourage you. You are needed as a part of St. Andrew’s Church family. I thank the Lord for each of you – for your lives, for your faith, for your love, and for your many and varied spiritual gifts!

I pray for all of us, that there will be less distractions for us from the world - we will find our schedules and calendars  freed up to be an even more active part of St. Andrew’s Church family. I especially pray against conflicts that keep us from worshipping the Lord on Sunday mornings. May we all be even freer to keep the Sabbath Day holy. (With that said, we are now having Holy Communion at 7 pm on Wednesday evenings. So that’s available for those who can’t worship on Sundays for any reason.)

Again, I thank the Lord for each and every one of you! May our Lord continue to work in us to make us the church family He wants us to be!

With Love in Jesus,

Father Shawn +
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