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“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  (The Bible, Acts 2:42)
R
ecently, for our Wednesday night worship services, I spoke and taught about a short passage from the Bible.  The passage is Acts 2:42-47.  Above is the first verse of the text.

I believe that this small portion of Scripture is especially important.  The passage gives us a picture of what the first Christian Church looked like, how they lived.  Even more important for us in 2011, I believe that the text is also a blueprint for how God wants the Church to be today.  Here God shows us his will for the Christian Church, its life, and its ministry.  Over the next few months, I plan to write about this portion of Scripture here in the Shield.

The first thing we learn about the Church in the passage is that, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching…,” (verse 2).  Where do we find the apostle’s teaching? - In the pages of the Bible.  The Bible is the revealed Word of God, and it contains all things necessary for salvation.  At St. Andrew’s, we have three adult groups that meet every week for study.  Three of the groups study the Bible specifically.  But only a small minority of our church family actually comes to our weekly studies.  Are we truly “devoted” to God’s Word in the Bible?

I’ve said before, and I say it again - every Christian needs to read something from the Bible every day – even a little bit.  God himself tells us through the Bible that, “Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord,” (Deuteronomy 8:3).  Jesus quoted this same Scripture when he was tempted by the devil in the wilderness (Matthew 4:4).  The words of the Bible are like food for our very spirits.  Without the Word of God, our spirits would starve and wither away.

I pray often that God would make us all hungry for God’s Word, the Bible.  When you gain a hunger for the Scriptures, you can’t get enough of it.

I love the Word of God!  I would be desperate without it.  It is amazing how God still speaks to us through the Bible.

If I can help you in your reading or studying of the Bible, please let me know!  Please pray about joining one of our Bible Study groups too.

I will continue to pray for us, that God will make us hungry for the Bible.  I pray that we too will be devoted to the apostles’ teaching!

May our generous Lord continue to bless you and keep you!  May He continue to transform us into the church family He wants us to be!

With Love in Jesus,

Father Shawn +

Winter Relief

By Joan Teakle

A group of parishioners are trying to get Vestry approval to host a week of winter relief at St Andrew's. The only weeks open are Christmas week and the week before Christmas (Dec 12-26). The Vestry would like assurances that we have certain things in place before approval. We are seeking pledges of your time, talent and/or treasure. Will you be willing and able to help?  The manpower necessary is well known to you so that won't be listed here. We all know the hardest spots to fill are the over-night and weekend chaperones. 
The Vestry is very concerned about the financial impact. If you cannot help in any other way (and even if you can) would you make a monetary pledge today to cover utilities, TP and other costs? 
If you need more information just ask Joan or Shayne. Your prompt reply is of value to us but if you need more time please take it. Just let us know that you are mulling it over.
