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“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42)

L
ast month in the Shield, I explained that the above verse is the first in a passage that offers a description of the first Christian Church’s life and ministry.  I believe it also offers a blueprint for how the Lord wants the Church to be today.  In July, I wrote about the first Christians’ “devotion” to the “apostles’ teaching” (For us, we receive the apostles’ teaching in the Bible).

This month, I want to move to the second object of their devotion, namely “the fellowship”.  This is the second thing we learn about the first Christian Church.  They were devoted to the fellowship.  The fellowship is the membership of the Church, the church family, the Body of Christ.  We read later in the passage that, “All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts…” (Acts 2:44-46).  They were truly devoted to each other!  They shared everything.  They met together every single day too.  They opened their homes to one another.

Again, I think this passage not only describes the early Church, but also shows us how the Church should be today and at all times.  Are we devoted to the fellowship?  Are we truly devoted to our church family of St. Andrew’s?  Do we share what we have (our time talents, and treasure) with the other members of our church family?  Do we tithe?  Do we meet together frequently?  Do we open our homes to one another?  Each of us needs to answer these questions for him or herself.

We do share our resources with our church family.  I don’t know what any church members give to the Lord through their tithes and offerings.  But this church family is pretty generous in giving (despite our ongoing, serious financial needs).  We could always give more of what God has generously given us back to the Lord through his Church.  It is safe to say that if everyone truly tithed (10% off the top), as the Lord directs us through the Bible, we would have more money than we needed.  So, in this, we are doing well, but we could always do even better.

Do we meet together frequently?  Well, to be honest, Sunday attendance is pretty unpredictable.  With the many other distractions of the world, there is a lot of competition for our Sunday morning worship, and for other ministries of the church.  I always pray that God would keep each of our Sunday mornings free so that we can faithfully, “Keep it holy”.  I encourage you, you are missed when you are not with us for worship!  We all need each other.  You need others, and they need you!  Pray to and try to keep your Sundays devoted to the Lord and his Church.  Seven days without God makes one weak!  There are lots of other times for coming together too – far too many to name or number!

Do we open our homes to one another?  Should our ministries and groups meet in homes more often, rather than meeting just at church?  The early church didn’t have church buildings to meet in.  They only had their homes to worship in and to meet in.  With that said there is something intimate and warm about meeting in homes rather than at church.  This is something to talk and to pray further about as a church family.

I pray that we all would be devoted to the fellowship of our church family.  That means something different for each of us.  Where can we “plug in” to the mission and ministries of St. Andrew’s?  Where can we share and use our resources to bless others?  How can you take a more active part in the life of our church family?

May God bless St. Andrew’s Church more and more!  May it be a centerpiece of our lives.  May our generous Lord help us all to be faithful and devoted to the wonderful fellowship that is St. Andrew’s Church!

