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Should We Help?
By Joan Teakle

W
hy should we help the homeless? And should we even contemplate ever hosting Winter Relief again? Many hours have been spent considering this issue. 

There are, of course, many reasons NOT to host Winter Relief: It’s way out of my comfort zone! They don’t deserve it. We are being enablers.  It doesn’t really do any good. I have bills to pay too. They need to hit rock bottom before they will really change. Our church is broke. They will be too hard on the building. We’ll never get enough help from our tiny congregation. They are dirty and our church is so nice and clean. Christmas week is too busy. Maybe some other time. (Luke 2:7)

Here are a few reasons to consider in favor.

Reason # 1: For exercise
Jesus said that we would always have the poor among us (John 12:8) but He didn’t say why. What purpose do they serve? Maybe they are here so we would have an endless supply of people on which to practice growing our virtues – virtues like sympathy, patience, kindness, compassion and mercy, to name a few.  These qualities are available to us once we receive Christ but, as Father Shawn pointed out in the Fruits of the Spirit study, they don’t come naturally. We have to work at them. So if all people were employed and paid their mortgages there wouldn’t be any need for compassion. If everyone was clean and healthy then sympathy and patience would be bye-bye. If everyone made good decisions then mercy and kindness would be unknown. 

The Fruits of the Spirit paint a picture of Jesus. And God the Father wants us to look like Jesus. How will we ever do that if there is never a need for us to use these fruits? (Galatians 5:22-23, Colossians 3:2)

Reason # 2: There but for the grace of God
God’s great plan ordained that most of us could keep a job, enjoy relative good health and pay our mortgages. That could be us in their place and don’t kid yourself otherwise. (James 4:13-17) What would you want other people to do for you? 

Reason # 3: God’s will
His will be done. I believe He has made it abundantly clear that He wants us to be hosts again. If you are not sure, stop reading this and ask God to make it clear to you. He will.  (James 1:2-8) Jesus said that as we do for the least of these, we are doing for Him. (Matthew 25:31-46)

Reason # 4: VIPs
“Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:2) What a great way to look upon our guests – as possibly being angels. 
Reason # 5: The “Yahoo” scene

God knows that no matter how prepared we think we are for Winter Relief, there will be difficulties. The only way we can be a blessing to Him, to His kingdom and to others is to do this with Him, through Him and for Him. No other way. And after all the blood, sweat, tears, after the clean-up, after we’ve fought through Satan’s opposition, after we’ve persevered through it all, we can stand up and yell “Yaaahooooo! God is good ALLLLL the time!” Why would you want to pass on that??! (Romans 5:1-5)
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If you have informative articles that you believe would interest our readers, please put them into The Shield’s mailbox in the Great Hall, or send them to me at:           Rollhauser@verizon.net 








