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My Dear Fellow Saints,

“I sing a song of the saints of God… and one was a soldier, and one was a priest, and one was slain by a fierce wild beast; and there’s not any reason no, not the least, why I shouldn’t be one too.”  So we sing in the beloved hymn about the saints of God.

A

s we celebrate All Saint’s Day on November 1, and All Saint’s Sunday, November 6, I’m stirred to remind you all that you are the saints of God.  Yes, you!  The word “saint” comes from the Latin, “sanctus,” which means, “holy.”  “Holy” then means, “set apart”.  Only God is perfectly holy, the Creator perfectly set apart from his creation.  We Christians, however, are all made holy by faith in Jesus Christ.  By faith we are set apart by God and set apart for God.  We are holy people.  They are not all famous on earth – but all we who choose to follow Jesus as our Savior and Lord are the saints of God.

There are two things regarding our sainthood that I want to write about.  First is our self perception, and second is our call to holiness.

How do you see yourself?  Do you see yourself as a saint of God?  Do you see yourself as a holy person?  Too often people base their self perception and self worth on the views and opinions of other people.  Some people will like us, some will not.  So whom do we believe?  Whose opinions of us do we base our self worth upon.  There is only one opinion of us that really matters in the end.  That’s the Lord’s opinion of us!  We need to see our self worth through God’s view of us.  What does God say about us?  First, we are created by God in the very image of God (Genesis 1:27).  We are the crowning achievement of God’s creation.  And who are we in Christ?  Through faith in Christ we are made children of God (John 1:12-13) and heirs of all of God’s kingdom (Galatians 4:6-7).  In Christ we are holy and blameless before God (Ephesians 1:4).  And above all, what are we worth to God?  You are worth the life of the Son of God on the cross - the greatest price that has ever been, or ever will be, paid.  You are invaluable, priceless to God.  So don’t base your self perception or your self worth on the feeble and fickle opinions of other people.  Know who you are to God.  Know who you are in Christ.  In Jesus, you are a priceless child of God!

And about our call to be holy people.  Again, we are set apart by God and for God.  In this world which is quickly slipping farther and farther away from God and God’s will, we are called to holiness.  In this increasingly dark world, we are called to be the light of the world, (Matthew 5:14-16) – shining the light of Christ for all to see.  Are you hiding your light?  Don’t want to stand out of the crowd?  Don’t want to stick out like a sore thumb?  The fact is, we have to stand out and stick out, if we are to be faithful to Christ.  If we are ashamed of Christ and the Gospel, he will be ashamed of us! (Mark 8:38).  This day and age calls for Christians to be bold and to be courageous!  Be the holy people you are called to be.  Stand out!  Stick out!  Stand up!  Speak up!  Be the holy people the Holy Spirit can make us to be, if we let him.

A happy and blessed All Saint’s Day and All Saint’s Sunday to you all! May our God make us more and more the church he wants us to be!

With Love in Christ Jesus our Savior, 

Father Shawn+

