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Radical Challenge

By Joan Teakle
The Sunday morning study group has pledged to take the Radical One Year Challenge for 2012. We are throwing down a challenge for the rest of St Andrew’s to join us. Hopefully by now you have heard about it or seen it on the bulletin board. The challenge consists of five components. In the year 2012:

1. Pray for the entire world.  “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 

Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” (Matt 9:37-38) Everyday a country or a group of counties will be featured. The list will be found in the Shield or at operationworld.org. 

2. Read the entire Bible. We will use the reading plan that goes straight through from Genesis to Revelation. If we only plan on reading Monday through Friday we’d need to read about 120 verses per day. This is the Reading Plan that will be published in the Shield. I’d be happy to print another plan for you if you’d like to go with a seven day plan (about 86 verses a day) or a six day plan (about 100 verses a day).

3. Sacrifice your money for a specific purpose. The author of Radical suggests that this purpose be gospel centered and church focused, that it meet a specific tangible need, that it benefit someone or something we can personally and physically serve alongside, and that it meet long-term sustenance instead of short-term satisfaction. 

4. Spend your time in another context. Yes, your mission field starts at home but it doesn’t stop there. The author has discovered that when someone spends only 2% of their time in another context (one week a year), there is a dramatic effect on the other 98% of their lives. Like the previous point, this will take continued prayer and discernment as to how this will manifest itself. 

5. Commit your life to a multiplying community. God created us for community, i.e. church. Imagine what St. Andrew’s would look like if each of us was committed, active, devoted members, each using our gifts to go and make disciples. 

Won’t you please join us in this challenge? We have points one and two figured out. We need help in prayer and discernment for points three and four. Point five is a work in progress. Join us as we figure it all out together, in community.

Faith Stories
Sue McDonald

I would like to tell everyone about the great time I had during our Faith Stories weekend. 

We listened to Tom's stories, which were enlightening and entertaining. I still laugh out loud thinking about the Christian dog story. We also separated into small groups to share our own faith stories and it was a wonderful opportunity to get to know more about some of our fellow church members. 

I think the most memorable idea I gained from this weekend retreat was that we need to receive prayers as well as offer prayers. We need to join together on occasions and humble ourselves to ask for help or prayers. We need to be ready to pray with our fellow church friends and families on the spot when needed. And, we really need to thank our kitchen saint Frannie Mudd, who coordinated our delicious meals.

The Faith Alive weekend presented another avenue to exercise our faith. May everyone's spiritual wellness continue to prosper.
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