Winter Relief – Special Moments
By Joan Teakle
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The week was filled with many stories to tell but for me, the most special moments were on Christmas night. Each man wore a blinking Santa hat as they enjoyed a turkey feast. The plan was to hand out stockings and presents after the meal. But we noticed that as the men finished eating, they were disappearing upstairs. We thought they seemed a little sad so we just let them be. The new plan was to lay out the stockings and gifts late at night and they could get them in the morning at breakfast. At 11:30PM, one of the few men who never seem to sleep came out of the TV room to get a soda refill and stopped in his tracks as he saw what we were doing. 
“You guys got us presents?”
“Yes.”
“For us?”
“Yes.”
“Really?”
“Yes!”
“Why would you do that?”
“Because it’s Christmas.”
The other men came out of the TV room. “Really?”
“Yeah. We love you guys.”
Then, spoken like a nine year old, “Can we open ‘em now??”
“Sure!”
They put on the hand-made hats and scarfs and reveled at the other items. We noticed a few more men came down to open their gifts, and a few more, and a few more. Within 10 minutes every one of the men had come down, even one on crutches. We found out later that the first few men had gone up to the others and were banging on the cots saying, “Come on man! You gotta get downstairs! We got presents!!!” We just stood to the side and just watched.
One man said these were the only Christmas gifts he received and we figured that was probably true for many of them. We saw lots of smiles and soon received lots of hugs. It was as though they couldn’t not hug us. 
One of the men stayed up and talked with us about faith, the Bible, Jesus and salvation until 3:30 a.m. He didn’t grow up with these things and he saw something here. He continues his search for that “something” and I pray he says “Yes” soon. Perhaps he already has. 
The whole night was Jesus in action- giving a bit of Himself to these guys; a bit of His love; a bit of His joy; a bit of His revelation. We are so humbled and honored to be used by Jesus to deliver these, the real gifts, to the men. To God be the glory, great things He hath done!


Quarter Auction Donations Needed
by Jane Cox
Hi everyone! The Quarter Auction has been rescheduled for March 4. We have themed baskets for the Quarter Auction that need some items to make them complete. If you are able to donate any of the items listed below, email me at JaneCox@aol.com or sign up in the narthex. Please have the items at the church by February 19. Thanks!!!
	Car Care Basket
	Italian Basket
	BBQ & Seafood
	Euro-Asian

	Air Freshener
	Pure Olive Oil
	Gourmet BBQ and Hot Sauces
	Fortune Cookies

	Windshield Wiper Fluid
	Pepperoni Stick
	Dry Rub Spices
	Chop Sticks

	Ice Scraper
	Summer Sausage
	Crab Mallets
	Green/Black Tea

	Tire Pressure Gauge
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Italian Cookies
	Old Bay Seasoning
	Plum Wine

	
	Italian Coffee
	
	Asian Sauces

	
	Jar of Italian Salad
	
	



