
WEST POINT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 4, 2011


Chairperson Jerry Harbath called the Administrative Council for West Point United Methodist Church to order at 7:00 P.M. September 4, 2011.  Twelve people were present:  Pastor Jeff Smith, Jerry Harbath, Carl & Sandra Holtman, Mark & Darlene Christian, Phil & Pam Katter, Nellie VanSickle, Rick & Lisa Snider and Virginia Emerick.  Pastor Jeff led with prayer.  Previous minutes from May 31, 2011 were handed out and approved.  Darlene gave the treasurer’s report.  She stated our best month for tithes was April and July was the lowest.  The Building Fund donations from individuals was $4,250.42 through August.  Jerry asked about our commitment to Wesley Foundation.  She said the donations don’t cover what we are committed to pay.  She did say that the more it is mentioned, the more money is received.  Most months about $250 is donated for Wesley, in August received $330.  Pastor Jeff will ask them to come and give testimonials and see if that helps.  The general account balance on August 31 was $4,102.46.  Phil reported the remaining balances as:  Sunday School $431.35; Mission Fund $644.83; Little Beamers $351.26; Trustees $975.62; Memorial Fund $8572.71; Building $43,361.00; Savings $32,303.56.  Pastor Jeff said Susan wanted to report the Lighthouse account has $1779.46.


No progress has been made on acquiring property for an entrance from West Point to the church property.  Phil did approach Kyle at the end of Columbia Street to let him know if at any time he wants to sell, the church may be interested in purchasing his property.  Darlene wondered about buying Harold Pritchard’s property by the barn and possibly leasing some Cheesman property.  Pastor Jeff stated that the conference property commission probably would not like that idea.  Darlene also asked if Clara Jackson’s property was an option.  Mark wondered about an entrance from Rabbit Run off 700.  That may be too close to the intersection of 700 and 25.  Could we possibly look into closing the intersection of 700 and 25 to make an entrance into the park and eventually the church property?  Rick doesn’t like the idea of a road going through the church property.  It would interfere with the walking path and other things already in place.  We just need to look at all the options.


Rick reported that Candy Simms and Pat Graham have been served summons and given one year to clean up their properties or the county will do it.  The Jones property was purchased by Brent Pritchard.  


Jerry forgot to get an estimate for removing the tree at the cemetery.  He will try to get that done.


The tile work on the property and park has been completed.  There is a broken part that needs repaired.


Jerry stated we need to consider the fact that the farm ground has paid us well the past 3 years.  He feels every 7 years or so we need to do some type of mission work with the proceeds from the crops.  He asked us to think about it - is it a right thing to do?  Sandra asked if we tithe that income.  The money is considered a pass through by the conference and we do not pay apportionments on it.  Sandra suggested we give 10% of our farm ground proceeds to missions.  Jerry said we need to think on this.  Pastor Jeff said to think about the pros and cons.  Maybe we need a special session just for this topic.  What should or shouldn’t we do?  We need to be in prayer about this.


Jerry asked if we needed to visit Heartland Church.  Rick asked if it is necessary at this time.  Consensus was we don’t need to till we are read to build.


Darlene has put all the information into the computer for the Servant Keepers program that she has received so far.  At this time, Pastor Jeff, Darlene and Pam have access to this program to get information they need. Does anyone else need to use it?  Darlene and Carol will input history records before too long.  In the future baptism records need to be entered.


Darlene said Servant Keepers has a program that can be purchased for $75 that will search the 47992 zip code for an area of six miles.  This cost will buy 1000 names to mail items to.  The post office has a new program that costs 14 cents per mailer to all of 47992 zip code.  We need to research more to see which would be efficient for us to send out mass mailings. 

Pastor Jeff and Virginia will get info together for a card to mail out prior to smorgasbord and Advent season.  Pam will check with Shawn on sizes.  Darlene will check prices for printing.


Little Beamer’s is meeting tomorrow for the first time this school year.  They will meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays again.


Vacation Bible School went very well this year.  Had lots of good help.  Averaged about 55 children per day with about 30 helpers!


Decided to have a carry in luncheon on September 18th following a baptism service.  The church will buy chicken


Pastor Jeff reported they had a great time on the mission trip this summer.  We had 7 students and Pastor Jeff and Julie Rife.  First Church had 13 students and 4 adults.  Lisa asked if the Youth Council needs to start fund raiser with the kids to help with the cost of a mission trip next year.  Lisa feels the Youth Council should help with things like this.  


The Joplin Missouri adult mission trip was a success also.  There is always a need to help.  Jerry saw no activity from local Methodist Churches while there and that disappointed him.  One Methodist Church is bouncing back but it was in a high dollar district.  They are looking to do another trip.  Lisa asked if there can’t be more planning next time so there is more opportunity for those that work to be able to go.  Others would like to go but need about 6 weeks notice to be able to get off work. 


Lisa passed out a report on the community picnic.  It was a huge success.  There was lots of help.  Virginia stated that adults need to sign up for helping supervise the bounce house.  We will have a sign up sheet posted early next year for this.  Scott Greeson has already contracted for the picnic in 2012.  Lisa asked if we wanted to try someone else for the concert next year.  Darlene wondered if Scott could bring another act as well.  Most people thought it would be a Christian concert.  Lisa said we need a mix of music.  People need to remember this is a “Community Picnic” not a “Church Picnic”.  Rick said too many people leave before or during the concert.  Scott does this concert for us as he feels the spirit here and he wants to support our church.  This is a ministry for him.  Pastor Jeff will talk to Scott about getting a new talent to come out.  We need lights in the tent next year.  The question was asked as why the clusters did not attend the service on Sunday.  Pastor Jeff had a hard time pushing that as we don’t reciprocate by going to services at their churches.  Rick suggested we invite the District Superintendent Craig LeSeur right now to speak on Sunday August 19, 2012 and invite the cluster churches.  Rick said we could call it a “Cluster Service & Picnic”. 


The Charge Conference will be held November 13 at St. Andrews Church.  The main topic will be “Vital Congregations”.  Churches will need to set targets of things to accomplish during the year.  Pastor Jeff stated we have been an extremely vital congregation. We need to decide what things we want to see happen and list ways to make us the community church we need to be.  


Sandra asked if we wanted to do the Samaritan Purse Christmas shoeboxes again this year.  Everyone said yes.


Sandra would like to do a progressive dinner on New Years Day.  We will need volunteers to host people for salads and main course.  Appetizers and dessert will be at the church.  Everyone seemed to think that would be a fun thing to do.


Virginia asked if we should keep the price of the Smorgasbord at $9.00.  Everyone felt that was okay.  Smorgasbord is November 6.


Carl dismissed with prayer at 8:50 P.M.
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Recording Secretary


